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This book has been compiled by those
who have called this town home for all
their lives and through all these years
have loved it.
They wish to leave for the future, a
record showing how those generations
have lived and labored during the
past century of Farmingdale.
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Act of Incorporation
RECORDS
Of

Farmingdale - 1852
State of Maine
In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two.
AN ACT
To incorporate the town of Farmingdale.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representative in Legislature assembled, as
follows:
Section 1. The territory with the inhabitants of those parts of the cities of Gardiner and
Hallowell and the town of West Gardiner, situate and being within the following boundaries, viz.,
commencing at the Kennebec River on the south line of land of Nathaniel Kimball, at a point east
- south-east from the southeast comer of the acre lot numbered eighteen north of the Cobbossee
Contee river: thence on the south line of said Kimball’s land to Main street; thence by said road to
the south-east comer of the acre lot numbered seventeen; thence by the south line of lot numbered
seventeen to the east line of lot one hundred and seventy-four; thence by the easterly line of lot
numbered one hundred and seventy-four to the southeast comer of land of John Morgan; thence
by the southerly line of said Morgan’s land and the lots of North street about north sixty five
degrees west to the southwest comer of land of James Leard junior; thence north about north
northeast on said Leard’s westerly line to North street; thence by the south line of North street to
the northeast comer of land o f said Kimball; thence south southwest on the easterly line of said
Kimball’s land to land of the heirs of Jeremiah Wakefield; thence west northwest on the southerly
line of said Kimball’s land, the southerly line of the Purington lot, so-called, and the lots
intervening, following the same course to the southeast comer of land late of Matilda Collins, and
by the southerly line thereof, to the eastern line of West Gardiner: thence north northeast on the
westerly line of said Matilda Collins’ land to the southeast comer of John McCausland’s farm;
thence westerly by the southerly line of said McCauland’s land and on the line dividing the lots
lying on the McCausland road and the lots lying on the Litchfield road to the easterly line of lots
fronting on the road leading from said McCausland’s road to the Litchfield road near Simon
Nudd’s , and thence north northeast on the easterly line of said lots to land formerly owned by
John Warren and now owned by Nathaniel M. Whitmore; thence west northwest on the south line
of said land to the east line of lot numbered seventy-nine; thence north north-east on the easterly
line of said lot and by the easterly line of Thomas M. Clark’s land to the south line of the city of
Hallowell; thence westerly by southerly line of said city to the easterly line of the town of
Kennebec; thence northerly by the easterly line of the town of Kennebec to the center line of the
Vaughn tract; thence easterly by the center line aforesaid to the northeast comer of the land of
John Graves; thence southerly by the easterly line of said lot to the south line of the Vaughan
tract; thence easterly on the south line of said tract of the westerly line of lot represented on
Bullen’s plan of the west part of Hallowell as belonging to Major Carr and Fsat Smith; thence
southerly by the westerly line o f said lot to the southwest comer thereof; thence norhteastly on the
northerly line of land of James Atkins to the brook leading between the tan yard and wool house
near Loudon Hill, so-called, and by said brook to the river road leading from Gardiner to
Augusta; thence by the westerly line of said road to the southeasterly line of the Pillsbury lot to

south line of the Vaughan tract; thence easterly by said south line to the Kennebec river; thence
southerly by the Kennebec river to the bounds first mentioned, be and the same hereby is
incorporated into a town by the name of Farmingdale, and vested with all the powers and
privileges, and subject to all the duties and liabilities of the other towns in this State.
Section 2. The cities of Gardiner and Hallowell, and the town of West Gardiner, shall retain,
own and possess, respectively, all the property which at the date of this act belonged to the said
respective cities and town, and John Potter of Augusta, Esquire, Joel Small of Wales, Esquire and
Samuel Clark of Winthrop, Esquire, shall be a committee to appraise at the true value of the said
property of the said cities and town, respectively; and in case the debts and liabilities of said cities
and town, respectively, shall exceed according to the appraisal of said committee, the value of the
property by the said cities and town, respectively, retained, owned and possessed as aforesaid,
then the said committee shall determine upon just and equitable principles, the proportion of the
excess of said indebtedness and liabilities of the said several cities and town that shall be paid to
said cities and town respectively, by the inhabitants of the town of Farmingdale; and the said
committee shall be authorized and required to apportion the sum or sums, if any, which they may
find due to the said cities and town, respectively, to and among the inhabitants of Farmingdale,
according to the share or part thereof, which belongs to the inhabitants who are hereby taken from
the cities of Gardiner and Hallowell and the town of West Gardiner, respectively: that is to say,
what may be due to the city of Gardiner, if anything, to that part of the inhabitants of Farmingdale
which are taken herby from said city, and in like manner in respect to what they may find due to
the city of Hallowell, to the inhabitants of said Farmingdale who are hereby taken from said city,
and in like manner in reference to the inhabitants of said Farmingdale, who are hereby taken from
West Gardiner, and the assessors of the town of Farmingdale are authorized by said committee, to
the several portions of said inhabitants of Farmingdale as aforesaid, upon the said several portions
of said inhabitants of Farmingdale and add the same to the taxes of said several portions of said
inhabitants, which the said inhabitants severally shall be bound to pay to the several cities and
town aforesaid. The compensation to said committee shall be charged to said town of
Farmingdale.
Section 3. The inhabitants of the town of Farmingdale shall be holden to pay all the taxes,
which have been legally assessed upon them by the respective cities of Gardiner and Hallowell
and the town of West Gardiner prior to the date of this act; and the several collectors of taxes of
the respective cities and town aforesaid are hereby authorized to collect and pay over all taxes
already committed or may be committed to the said collectors, according to their several
warrants.
Section 4. It shall be the duty of the mayor, alderman and common council of the several
cities, and the selectmen of the town aforesaid, to make returns to the Secretary of State by the
first day of February next of the proportion of the state valuation of their respective cities and
town hereby set off to said Farmingdale, and the state and county taxes which the said several
cities and town are required to pay, respectively, the present year, shall be assessed upon them
respectively as usual: and the said committee shall ascertain the proportion which the inhabitants
of the several of said Farmingdale, taken from said cities and town, should pay to their respective
cities and town, and consider said taxes as debts or liabilities of said town of Farmingdale to be
paid by the several portions of said inhabitants of Farmingdale aforesaid: and the said town of
Farmingdale shall be held to pay said taxes to the respective cities and town aforesaid within the
present year, and be liable to suit therefore in case of neglect or refusal. All paupers now
supported, or which may hereafter become chargeable by the city of Gardiner, the city of
Hallowell or the town of West Gardiner, and chargeable to said cities or town by reason of a
settlement gained in the territory included in the town of Farmingdale, shall be hereafter
supported by and chargeable to said town of Farmingdale.

Section 5. The said cities of Gardiner and Hallowell are authorized hereby to make such
changes in the number and organization of the wards of their respective cities as this act may
render necessary.
Section 6. Any justice of the peace in the county of Kennebec may issue his warrant to any
legal voter in said town of Farmingdale, directing him to notify the inhabitants thereof to meet at
a time and place specified in said Warrant for the choice of town officers and to transact such
business as the towns are authorized to do at their annual and other meetings.
Section 7. The inhabitants of Farmingdale shall be entitled to vote in the choice of a
representative to the legislature of the state in the respective cities and town to which they
severally belonged prior to the passage of this act; unless and until the legislature otherwise order;
and the mayor, alderman and common council shall determine in what wards of their respective
cities they shall so vote, and the selectmen of the town of Farmingdale shall furnish the
authorities of the several cities and the selectmen of West Gardiner with a correct list of voters
respectively, for the purpose aforesaid, seven days prior to the meetings held in said cities and
town for the choice of representative.
Section 8. That part of the city of Hallowell and that part of the city of Gardiner, which are
hereby incorporated into Farmingdale, shall be liable to contribute respectively to the said
respective cities towards any payment said cities may respectively be compelled to pay on
account of the loan of the credit of the said several cities hitherto make to the Kennebec and
Portland railroad corporation in proportion to the valuation of said respective parts, having their
proportional benefit of all securities which said cities may possess; and in case said Farmingdale
shall neglect and refuse to pay their just proportion to said cities respectively, and action for
money had and received shall lie against Farmingdale in favor of said cities respectively within
sixty days after demand, to recover the same and the assessors of Farmingdale shall apportion and
assess the amount so paid to the several portions of said town and add the same to the taxes
thereof, as is provided in the second sections of this act.
Section 9. This act shall take effect from and after its approval by the Governor.
In the House of Representatives April 3, 1852. This bill having had three several readings passed
to be enacted.
G. P. SEWAL, Speaker
In Senate April 3, 1852. This bill having had two several readings passed to be enacted.
NOAH PRINCE, President
April 3, 1852. Approved.
JOHN HUBBARD
Secretary’s office Augusta April 5, 1952.
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original deposited in this office.
JOHN G. SAWYER, Secretary o f State
Farmingdale April 12, 1852
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of that obtained from the Secretary of State’s
Office.
E. A. CHADWICK, Clerk

'Warrantfo r 1st Tinvn Meeting
STATE OF MAINE
Kennebec Ss
To Gilbert Chadwick
Greeting
You are hereby required in the name of the State of Maine to notify and warn the inhabitants of
the town of Farmingdale, being legal voters, by posting up an attested copy hereof in three several
public places in said town seven days prior to the day of meeting, to meet at the brick school
house at Bowman’s Point in said Farmingdale on Monday the twelfth day of April A.D. eighteen
hundred and fifty tow at one of the clock in the afternoon, to act on the following articles, to wit:
First. To choose a Moderator.
2”d
To choose a Town Clerk.
3rd
To choose Selectmen, Assessors, Overseers of the Poor, Treasurer,
Superintending School Committee, Collector of Taxes, Constable or Constables, Pound Keeper,
Field drivers, Surveyors of highways, and all other town officers required by law and necessary
for the orderly conducting of the affairs of the town the ensuing year.
4th
To see what sums of money the town will raise for the support of schools, the
support of the poor, to pay our several quotas of the State and County taxes to the cities of
Gardiner and Hallowell and the town of West Gardiner agreeably to the provisions of the act to
incorporate the town of Farmingdale, and to defray the incidental expenses of the town, and the
expense incurred in obtaining said act of incorporation.
501
To see what measurers the town will adopt for the repair of highways the ensuing
year, and for breaking the roads, and to vote such sums in money or labor as may be deemed
necessary and to establish the price of labor.
6th
To see what measurers the town will take to perambulate the town line, and
establish the boundaries thereof.
7th
To see if the town will procure a plan of survey of the town for town purposes.
8th
To provide a jury box and correct, revise and approve a list of Jurors, according
to law.
901
To see what measurers the town will adopt to arrange and number their several
School districts, and to establish their respective boundaries.
10th
To see what measurers the town will adopt in relation to their settlement with the
cities of Gardiner & Hallowell & the town of West Gardiner.
11th
To see if the town will authorize their Treasurer to procure a temporary loan in
anticipation of their taxes for the current year for such sum or sums as the public exigencies may
require; such loan or loans to be approved by the Selectmen.
12th
To pass any vote or votes in relation to the foregoing articles, which may be
deemed expedient.
Given under my hand at Gardiner this fifth day of April A.D. eighteen hundred and fifty two.
E. WATERHOUSE, Justice o f the Peace
Kennebec ss:
Farmingdale April 5th 1852
Pursuant to the within warrant I have notified the legal voters of the town of Farmingdale to
meet at the time and place, and for the purposes within named, by posting up certified copies of
the within warrant at three several public and conspicuous places within said town, to wit: one on
the brick school house at Bowman’s Point, and one on the school house near Hiram Lord’s on the
McCausland road, and one on the school house near Dea Thomas B. Seavey’s on the Litchfield
road.
GILBERT CHADWICK

First Town Meeting
Kennebec ss:
Farmingdale, April 5th, 1852
At a public meeting of the legal voters of the town of Farmingdale holden at the brick
school house at Bowman’s point in said town, in pursuance of the within warrant and having
called said meeting to order, the act of incorporation and the foregoing warrant having been read
by me in the presence and hearing o f said voters and their votes by ballot being called for by me
for a moderator to govern said meeting, the whole number of votes cast and received by me was
thirty three all of which were for Alexander S. Chadwick who was declared by me to be duly
elected, whereupon the said Alex S. Chadwick personally appeared and made oath faithfully and
impartially to perform the duties incumbent on him as moderator of said meeting according to his
best skill and judgment before me.
E. WATERHOUSE, Justice o f the Peace
Farmingdale, April 12, 1852
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original warrant and return thereon and
the certificate of the Justice who presided at the organization of said town of Farmingdale.
E. A. CHADWICK, Town Clerk
The legal voters in said town of Farmingdale then gave in their ballots for a Town Clerk. The
whole number of ballots given in was fifty-eight. Edmund A. Chadwick had Fifty-eight and was
declared by the Moderator to duly elected Town Clerk of Farmingdale for ensuing year and who
was then duly sworn according to the law by the Moderator.
On motion, Voted that the selectmen receive as their compensation for their one dollar each
per diem.
Voted that the board of selectmen shall consist of three.
Voted that the Selectmen be balloted of separately.
The Moderator then called for their ballots for a Selectman.
The whole number of ballots given in was sixty-four.
Necessary for a choice thirty-three.
Thomas B. Seavey had three. Alexander S. Chadwick had sixty-one and was declared duly
elected.
The meeting then balloted for a second Selectman. The whole number of ballots was
seventy-four all of which were for Thomas B. Seavey who was declared elected one of the
selectmen.
The meeting then balloted for a third selectman. The whole number of ballots given in was
seventy-two. Necessary for a choice, thirty-seven. Obed May had three. Daniel Lancaster had
sixty-nine and was declared elected third Selectman. The said inhabitants then gave in their
ballots for Assessors of Taxes. The whole number of ballots given in was seventeen. Necessary
for a choice, nine. Alexander S. Chadwick had seventeen. Thomas B, Seavey had Seventeen.
Daniel Lancaster had seventeen and they were declared elected Assessors.
On motion voted that the Selectmen be Overseers of the Poor.
On motion voted to postpone the choice of Treasurer to an adjourned meeting.
Voted that the superintending school committee be balloted for upon one ticket.
The meeting then gave in their ballots for three Superintending School Committee men. The
whole number of ballots given in was twenty-nine. Abram Rich had twenty-nine. E. A.
Chadwick had twenty-nine. Reuben Seavey had twenty-nine and they were declared elected.
On motion Voted that the election of a Collector of Taxes be postponed until the adjourned
meeting.
On motion Voted that the remaining officers be chosen by hand ballot.

Alden Rice and Enoch Marshall were chosen constables.
Voted to postpone the choice of other constables until an adjourned meeting.
Alden Rice and Enoch Marshall were chosen constables.
Voted to choose four field drivers. Leonard Fuller, Dennis Partridge, Joseph B. Littlefield
and William Winter were chosen field drivers. Leonard Fuller, Dennis Partridge, Joseph B.
Littlefield and William Winter were chosen fence viewers.
Enoch W. Rollins, Ebenezer Cannon, Orrin Colcord, Joshua Lowell, William Winter,
William S. Grant, John Baker, jr., Jere Hodgdon and Samuel E. Bran were chosen highway
surveyors.
On motion voted that the selectmen be highway surveyors.
Voted to postpone the choice of Town Agent.
Elbridge G. Pierce, Ebenezer Cannon, Joseph Irish, John Carter, Elisha S. Higgins, George
Shaw, Andrew McCausland & Thomas J. Davis were chosen surveyors of lumber.
Andrew McCauland, Jesse Higgins, George T. Cox and Thomas Leavitt were chosen
Tyhingmen.
Elbridge G. Pierce, Ebenezer Cannon, Joseph Irish, John Carter, Elisha S. Higgins, George
Shaw, Andrew McCausland, & Thomas J. Davis and Hiram B. Colcord were chosen measurers of
wood and bark.
Isaac Cowan was chosen measurer of stone.
Voted that the compensation of the measurer of stone be five cents per ton all quantities less
than twenty-five tons and three cents per ton for all larger quantities, to be paid by the purchaser.
On motion voted that the matter of a pound be referred to the Selectmen to report at an
adjourned meeting.
On motion Voted that the matters contained in the 4th, 5th, 6lh, 7th & 8th articles of the warrant
be referred to the selectmen to report at an adjourned meeting.
On motion voted that George Church, Reuben Seavey, Daniel Lancaster and William S.
Grant be a committee to define the limits of School Districts and report at an adjourned meeting.
On motion voted that the Selectmen to be requested to arrange with the authorities of the city
of Hallowell with regard to the Loudon Hill district.
Voted that the 10th article of the warrant be referred to the Selectmen to report at an adjourned
meeting.
Voted to postpone the consideration of the l l lh article of the warrant until the adjourned
meeting.
Voted that when this meeting adjourn it adjourn to meet again at this place at one o’clock in
the afternoon on the first day of May next.
Voted that this meeting be adjourned.
A true record. Attest.
E. A. CHADWICK, Town Clerk
Farmingdale, April 12, 1852
Personally appeared E. A. Chadwick and made oath that he would truly record all votes
passed in any town meeting during the ensuing year, and until another clerk shall be chosen and
sworn in his stead, and also faithfully to discharge all the other duties of said office of town clerk
before me.
ALEX S. CHADWICK, Moderator
A hue copy. Attest.
E. X. CHADWICK, Town Clerk
Each office holder elected appeared and made oath similar to this one. Each is entered
separately in the records.

STATE OF MAINE
Pursuant to the foregoing recorded vote of adjournment, the legal voters of the town of
Farmingdale, met at the Brick School House on Bowman’s Point, on Saturday the first day of
May in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty two at one of the clock in the
afternoon, and the meeting was called to order by the Moderator and the following proceedings
were had.
Voted that the choice of a Treasurer be postponed until the Fourth and Fifth articles of the
warrant are disposed of.
Voted that an auditor of accounts be chosen.
Peter Grant was chosen Auditor of Accounts.
Voted that the Selectmen be authorized to act as town agents.
Voted that the School Districts be authorized to choose their Agents and other District
officers.
The Selectmen made a report upon the various subjects submitted to them at the former town
meeting as follows, viz:
“The Selectmen would recommend the following sums for the use of the town for the ensuing
year.
For schools six hundred dollars
$675.00
For the Poor four hundred dollars
400.00
For State and County and Contingent account 1.325.00
$2,400.00
Your Selectmen would recommend for the repair of Highways a tax to be paid in labor, and
for the price of, would recommend for each day of man and oxen with a cart, faithfully wrought,
one dollar per day, and for the use of a plough from fifty cents to one dollar per day to be
determined by the surveyor according to the use. They would further recommend a discount of
twenty per cent to all those who may pay in money to the Selectmen or Treasurer their highway
tax on or before the 20th of June next. They would further recommend a reservation not
exceeding one hundred and fifty dollars for breaking roads, or a winter tax, and any balance
unexpended for this purpose, to be expended as early in the spring as circumstances will permit.
They would recommend a highway tax to be disbursed as aforesaid, of seven hundred dollars.”
Voted that so much of the Selectmen’s report as relates to the sums to be raised for Schools,
State and County taxes and Contingent account be adopted.
Voted that the sum of six hundred and seventy five dollars be raised for the support of
Schools.
Voted that the sum of four hundred dollars be raised for the support of the Poor.
Voted that the sum of one thousand three hundred and twenty five dollars be raised for State
and County taxes and town purposes.
Voted that a highway tax of seven hundred dollars be assessed, to be pain in labor.
Voted that each man shall have ten cents per hour, each pair of oxen and two chains shall
have ten cents per hour for labor on the highways.
Voted that the Surveyors be authorized to allow a reasonable sum for use of carts and ploughs
and to take necessary means to provide scrapers.
Voted that twenty per cent discount be made to all those who may pay their highway tax in
cash to the Selectmen before the twentieth day of June next.
Voted that a sum not exceeding one hundred and fifty dollars remaining unexpended for that
purpose shall be wrought out as early in the spring as circumstances will admit.
Enoch W. Rollins declined serving as highway surveyor.
Obed Mayo was chosen highway surveyor.
Voted that the Selectmen be directed to procure a plan of survey of the town for town
purposes.

The Selectmen presented the following list of jurors, viz:
Enoch W. Rollins
Samuel Seavey
George Church
Jere Hodgdon
James Collins
Ebenezer Cannon
Thomas B. Seavey
Jesse Higgins
Jacob Leavitt
Hiram Colcord
William Winter
Joshua Carr
William S. Grant
Isaac Cowan
George T. Cox
Joseph Irish
Mason Damon
Andrew McCausland
Elbridge G. Pierce
Josiah T. Smart
Nathaniel Kenniston
Augustus Ballard
Daniel Lancaster
Daniel Bums
And John Graves
Voted that the foregoing list of jurors be accepted and approved.
The Committee chosen to define the limits of school Districts made the following report, viz:
“District No. 3. Commencing at the S.E. comer of the lot formerly owned by Capt. John Collins
- thence northerly to the McCausland road: thence easterly to the S.E. comer of lot now occupied
by I. Landers: thence northerly to the N.E. comer of said lot: thence westerly to the S.W. comer
of lot owned by Nathaniel Kenniston; thence northerly on said lot to the Bowman’s Point road:
thence to the South West comer of the Grant lot:” thence northerly to the north part of said lot:
thence westerly to the N.W. comer of lot owned by John Hodgdon: thence on said Hodgdon’s
west line to the Bowman’s Point road: thence westerly to the N.E. comer of the Rider lot: thence
southerly to the N.E. comer of land owned by Charles Collins: thence westerly to the N.W. comer
of said lot: thence southerly to the McCausland road: thence westerly to the N.W. comer of land
owned by Samuel Bush: thence follow the town line of West Gardiner and Gardiner city to the
first mentioned point.
District No. 4. Shall comprise all of the town of Farmingdale west o f the District No. 3. And
a line running from said district on the east line of the farms owned by Curtin, Gilpatrick, Levi
Morgan and John Graves to the city of Hallowell.
District No. 1.
Bounded on the east by Kennebec River, South by the city of Gardiner, and West by District
No. 3. North by its former boundary.
District No. 2.
Bounded north by the city of Hallowell, East by Kennebec river, South by District No. 1.
West by District No. 4.
The Committee would recommend that the portion of school District No. 2 set off from the
city of Hallowell to Farmingdale have leave to unite with the same district remaining in said city,
and to draw their money accordingly; and to be numbered No. 5.
GEORGE CHURCH
REUBEN SEAVEY
WILLIAM S. GRANT
DANIEL LANCASTER.”
Voted that the report of the committee defining and numbering school Districts be accepted
and adopted.
Voted that the subject of the 10th article be left to the Selectmen.
Voted that the Treasurer be authorized to hire such sum of money as may be approved by the
Selectmen.
Voted that the collection of taxes be set up at auction.

Joshua Lowell offered to collect the taxes at one per cent and offered Joseph McCausland,
Daniel Bums and Hiram B. Colcord as sureties on his bond.
Voted that the sureties offered be approved.
Chosen Joshua Lowell Collector of Taxes.
Voted that the Treasurer have three eights of one percent for disbursements.
The legal voters of said town then gave in their ballots for a Treasurer. The whole number of
ballots given in was nine, all of which were for Joshua Lowell who was declared chosen
Treasurer.
Voted that a discount of 6 percent be allowed on all taxes paid in before the fifteenth day of
July next.
The Treasurer elect offered as his sureties Joseph McCausland, Daniel Bums and Hiram B.
Colcord and it was voted that they be approved.
Voted that the vote allowing 6 per cent discount on all taxes paid in before the fifteenth day
of July next be reconsidered.
Voted that all taxes be collected before the first day of March next.
Voted that the Selectmen be requested to examine and locate for a road on the McCausland
road and on Bowman Street and other roads that may be deemed necessary.
Voted that the line of Samuel E. Bran’s district be the west line of James Collins.
Voted that the next annual meeting be holden on the first Monday of March next.
Voted that this meeting do now adjourn.
A true record. Attest
E. A. CHADWICK, Town Clerk
FIRST MARRIAGE INTENTIONS AND MARRIAGES
RECORDED IN TOWN BOOK
Marriage Intentions
Mr. John A. Lord and Miss Elizabeth P. Brookings both of Farmingdale intend marriage.
Entered August 31, 1852.
E. A. CHADWICK, Town Clerk
Mr. Wilks W. Richardson and Miss Delia A. McCausland both of this town intend marriage.
Entered September 1, 1852
E. A. CHADWICK, Town Clerk
Mr. Charles T. Somes of Damariscotta and Miss Elizabeth J. Curtis of this town intend
marriage. Entered September 13, 1852.
E. A. CHADWICK, Town
Clerk
Mr. Aaron Tolman and Miss Delia A. Upham both of this town intend marriage. Entered the
27Ih day of November, 1852.
E. A. CHADWICK, Town Clerk
Mr. Samuel B. Beal of this town and Miss Mary Folsom of Hallowell intend marriage.
E. A. CHADWICK, Town Clerk
Mr. Josiah G. Harriman and Miss Mary A. Patterson both of this town intend marriage.
Entered the 29th of November 1852.
E. A. CHADWICK, Town Clerk
Mr. Ebenezer Brookings and Miss Huldah H. Preble both of this town intend marriage.
Entered December 2”d, 1852.
E. A. CHADWICK, Town Clerk
Mr. Elbridge A. Dutton of Augusta and Miss Lucy E. Whitney of Farmingdale intend
marriage. Entered October 26, 1852.
E. A. CHADWICK, Town Clerk
Mr. Charles H. Bubier and Miss Louisa Cotton both of this town intend marriage. Entered
December 10, 1852.

Mr. James W. Collins and Miss Eveline W. Luce both of this town intend marriage. Entered
December 27, 1852.
E. A. CHADWICK, Town Clerk
Marriages
The following couples have been joined by me in marriage during the past year, viz:
Mr. Aaron Tolman to Miss Delia A. Upham November 28, 1852.
Mr. Josiah G. Harriman to Miss Mary A. Patterson, November 30, 1852.
Mr. James W. Collins to Miss Eveline W. Luce, December 27, 1852.
Mr. Thomas C. McCausland to Miss Esther A. McCausland, both of West Gardiner by Rev.
Samuel Bush, September 13, 1852.
Mr. Ebenezer Brookings to Miss Huldah H. Preble both of Farmingdale by Rev. Samuel Bush,
December 2, 1852.
Attest
E. A. CHADWICK, Town Clerk

Farmingdale, June 3, 1867
In conformity with the foregoing Warrant the Inhabitants of said town were duly assembled
as therein called, and gave in to the Selectmen their votes on the “ Act additional to and
amendatory of Chapter Thirty three of the laws of eighteen hundred and fifty eight, for the
suppression of drinking houses and tippling shops”, with the following result, to wit:
The whole number of votes cast was thirty-six.
The number of votes cast having “Yes” thereon was thirty-one. The number of votes cast
having “No” thereon was five. And a list of said votes was duly prepared, signed by the
Selectmen and town Clerk and sealed up, for transmission to the Secretary of State, in open town
meeting.
A.C. STELPHEN, Town Clerk

Early History
The territory now in Farmingdale was at its settlement included, in nearly equal parts, in
the old towns of Hallowell and Pittston, afterward Gardiner, and its early history, while cherished
as its own, is also a part of the history of those towns. December 17, 1760, the proprietors o f the
Kennebec Purchase granted to Dr. Sylvester Gardiner great lot No. 20, which began on the
westerly side of the Kennebec River, near the north bank of the Cobbosseecontee, and extended
northerly on the river a distance of one mile at right angles from the side line and running back
from the river northwesterly five miles, making a tract of five square miles; and on the same day
they granted the next northerly lots, No. 21 to James Pitts and No. 22 to Benjamin Hallowell.
These grants were on condition that the grantees should each “settle a family on his lot within one
year unless prevented by a war.” Upon these lots were the settlements make which were later to
form the town of Farmingdale.
Doctor Gardiner conveyed the north half of lot No. 20 to Thomas Hancock, of Boston,
January 8, 1761, subject to the settler’s condition, and in compliance with that Mr. Hancock
“settled” Jonathan Philbrook on the northeasterly comer of the tract on a one hundred acre lot,
having fifty rods frontage on the river and extending northwest on the line of the tract one mile,
upon the then usual condition that he should clear land and erect a house, and that being done he
conveyed the lot to Philbrook April 25, 1762. Mr. Pitts, to comply with the terms of his grant,
“settled Job Philbrook on a similar adjoining lot in the southeast comer of lot No. 21, and
conveyed it to Philbrook April 30, 1762, and thus Jonathan and Job Philbrook became the first

settlers of Farmingdale. The Philbrooks’ nearest neighbors were Pease and Peter Clark, father
and son, two miles away on the north, and the settlers below the Cobbossee on the south.
Job Philbrook made some improvements on his lot and, December 28, 1765, conveyed it
to Joshua Philbrook, who conveyed it, October 29, 1767, to Jonathan Church, of Barrington,
N.H., conditioned that the grantee shall “clear not less than five acres of land within three years,
and shall build a house on same and shall occupy said house by himself or some other person for
seven years,” thus showing that the improvements make by the Philbrooks, though sufficient to
confirm the title, were not extensive.
Jonathan Church, who probably never moved here, had two sons - Ebenezer and
Benjamin. Ebenezer settled on this lot and became its owner. He erected a large two story house,
which was still standing within ten years, and of which the cellar still remains, some thirty or
forty rods back from the highway, and in the gully just south of this he erected a tannery and for
years carried on business there as a tanner. He was the first permanent settler in this town, and
became a prominent and influential man in the later settlement and affairs of Hallowell and
Gardiner. He married Sarah Winslow, an older sister of the first white child bom in Pittston, and
they had thirteen children, of whom the eldest daughter, Charity, married Ichabod Plaisted, the
ancestor of the Plaisteds of Gardiner.
Mr. Church died in 1810, and Mr. Plaisted, as administrator, in settling his estate, sold the
farm February 23, 1813, and shortly after that it became the property of William Marshall, a son
of Anna Marshall, forming, with the part of the “Pierpont lot” already owned by him, the farm
which he sold-March 28, 1834, to Daniel Lancaster. It is now the well-known “Pine Tree Stock
Farm.”
The lot which the settler, Jonathan Philbrook, had from Thomas Hancock, who by the
way was the Boston merchant of noble fame and uncle of John Hancock, was conveyed by
Philbrook to Robert Pierpont, of Boston, September 23, 1775, by mortgage deed and title
afterward became absolute in Pierpont, and it was long known as the “Pierpont Lot.”
May 20, 1773, Mr. Pierpont conveyed it by deed of gift to “my young and beloved
kinsman, James Pierpont Fellows, a minor and son of Gustavus Fellows, of Boston,” and later
Gustavus Fellows succeeded his son and by him it was conveyed to Moody Haskell, of Ipswich,
Mass., November 17, 1800, and the following year Haskell conveyed five acres in the southeast
comer of the lot to Dr. James Parker, then owner of adjoining land, and the remainder to William
Marshall. There had been several temporary houses and settlers near the river on this lot, but I
fail to find any evidence of a permanent settler before Mr. Marshall.
Both north and south of these lots was for years after their settlement an unbroken
wilderness from the “Hook” to the Cobbosseecontee, and in 1787 Mr. Church’s and a small house
near his were the only houses between the present Howard Eastman property and Captain Smith’s
house, which stood on the northerly comer formed by the intersection of the Loudon Hill road in
Hallowell, where a settlement had then lately been begun.
The only road then existing between the Cobbossee and Hallowell was a mere bridle path
through the woods and skirting the bank of the river about where the road now lies from Bridge
Street, in Gardiner, to the gully just south of the now Grant apartments, whence it continued
along near the bank over a rude bridge across the deep gully and then bending westerly around
the high gravel bank and then again near the river near where the railroad lies, till it reached and
crossed the mill brook by another bridge, when it turned sharply to the west and followed the
bank of the brook to the present location of the road, which it then followed over Loudon hill.
The present location of this road was established by the court of general sessions December 10,
1799, and relocated October 5, 1807, and again more elaborately and with a plan, December 29,
1823.
The next important road located was that from Loudon hill, following the high lands in its
earlier course and after about a half a mile keeping the centerline of the Pitts tract (No. 21)
through to the Winthrop pond, while the “old post road” was established some years later.

Along these three roads the earlier settlers all then sought their homes and it is fitting that
heir location should be noted and preserved.
The Pitts lot was first generally settled. At about the close of the revolutionary war,
Joshua Bean, of Readfield, and Colonel Samuel Greeley, of Gilmanton, N.H., purchases the Pitts
tract (No. 21) excepting the church lot, together with land in rear of same to Winthrop pond, but
their title was not fully confirmed till 1799. In the meantime they had divided the tract between
themselves, and had it surveyed, and a plan of the subdivisions and lots made by Dr. Obediah
Williams, and many of the lots had been bargained to settlers and entered upon and improved by
them. Below them were several lots of one hundred acres each, being fifty rods in width and
extending back one mile, and the remainder of the tract was divided, mostly into lots of one
hundred acres each. A large part of these settlers had titles prior to that time.
The northeast comer of the lot was early settled. A dam was built across the Mill brook
and a gristmill, and tradition says a bark mill and shingle mill were erected and operated by
Joseph Smith and Isaac Pillsbury. South of this, near the railroad track, back of Seavey’s glue
factory, then on the westerly side of the road, stood a large two-story house, for years used as a
tavern, built and kept by Captain Eben Hinkley. Connected with it was a large stable with stalls
for sixteen horses.
The taverns of those days were hardly what would now be thought houses of rest and
ease. Com bread, venison, potatoes and fish then satisfied the healthy stomach, when settled with
a nightcap of rum, and the tired traveler sought his rest in a blanket on the floor, his feet near the
glowing fire and his head pillowed on his saddle.
Captain Gideon Colcord bought lot No. 44 in 1803. He came from New Hampshire, and
first lived a few years on Loudon hill. He built a house and had a farm of 250 acres. He married
Sarah Marson, of East Pittston, and they had six children. He was a shipmaster in 1816, and was
lost at sea when his oldest child was only eleven years old. His youngest child died soon after,
and Mrs. Colcord three years after married Montgomery McCausland, a son of Andrew
McCausland, who was a widower having five children, and they afterward had five children.
There is a tradition that two other children lived with them, that the schoolmaster boarded there,
and from the house built by Mr. McCausland, eighteen persons attended the district school at the
same time.
Thomas Burnham Seavey was bom in Scarborough, Me., February 26, 1783. He learned
the hatter’s trade, and began business in Portland, but soon gave up that business, and by his
industry succeeded in earning his support while attending the academy there, and acquired a
superior education. In 1807 he married Keziah Hinkley, of Georgetown, and settled on a farm in
that town. In 1824 he was appointed inspector of customs, and keeper of the lighthouse at
Monhegan. In 1834 he came to Hallowell and bought this large farm, which he carried on till his
death. He was an original pew-holder, and deacon of the First Baptist Church at West Gardiner
built in 1836.
He was one of the first selectmen of Farmingdale (1852-1855) and was one of the active
workers in the incorporation of our town.
The Kennebec Journal, Saturday morning, September 4, 1875:

“The death on Thursday, September second, of Deacon Thomas B. Seavey of West Farmingdale,
removes another of our aged citizens from the list of those whose early labors and enterprise rendered
them men of mark in the past generation. Previous to the formation of the town of Farmingdale, the
farm and homestead of Mr. Seavey constituted a part of Hallowell, and he was well known and
universally respected by every class of his fellow citizens. He closed a consistent Christian life as
above stated, at the advanced age of ninety-two years and seven months, and has gone to his reward,
leaving a large circle of relatives and friends, an example of unostentatious piety and sterling virtues
worthy of imitation.”

While the Pitts or Greeley tract was being settled the Bowman tract or northerly half of
No. 20, other than the “Pierpont Lot” remained a wilderness until 1795. Thomas Hancock had
bequeathed it to his nephew, William Bowman, in 1763. Mr. Bowman was a son of Jonathan
Bowman, who was judge of the probate court of Lincoln County from 1772 to 1804, and clerk of
the courts of common pleas and general sessions for over thirty years, and he conveyed this tract
to his father, August 19, 1783. One mile from the west end of the tract had been sold and became
part of the Greeley tract. The remainder was then known as the Bowman tract, and when
subsequently settled the village was known as Bowman’s Point.
Early in 1795 it was bargained to Peter Grant and associates, and surveys were made. A
monument making the south line of the tract and of Hallowell was set by “C. Barker, Surveyor,”
in June of that year. It stood at the west line of the road, where the stone monument still stands,
though covered, on the land where William Emery lives, and about ten feet from the northwest
comer of land of John Lane.
A survey and division into lots was made by William Barker Novembe4r 24, 1795, and is
that by which all the lots were assigned and sold. The front, 176 rods, was divided into seventeen
lots, extending back half a mile, the remaining six rods being reserved for roads, and numbering
from the south line from 1 to 17,and the land in the rear of the half-mile limit was divided into
thirty fifty-acre lots, those on the south side of Bowman street being numbered from the east from
18 to 32, and on the north side from the west 32 to 47.
The sale was not fully completed till April 2, 1796, when the deed was executed, and for
the sum of $5,600 Judge Bowman conveyed the tract to “Peter Grant”, trader; James Parker,
physician, and James Springer, Moses Springer, Joseph Glidden, jr., and Hugh Cox, shipwrights.”
These grantees admitted as associates William Springer, Augustus Ballard, Samuel Hodgdon,
Daniel Norcross and Jeremiah Wakefield, and the lands were apportioned in fifteen parts, the
holder of each fifteenth having one front lot an tow rear lots, making 110 acres each, excepting
James Springer, to whom was assigned three front lots and only two rear lots, he being the holder
of two-fifteenths.
Peter Grant was a son of Samuel Grant, a captain in the revolutionary army, and was bom
at Berwick, Me., in February 1770. He came to Gardiner with his father soon after the close of
the war, married Nancy Barker, daughter of William Barker, of Gardiner, in September, 1791,
and had already gained a prominent position as a business man in Gardiner before this purchase,
and was then only twenty-six years old. In the allotment he received front lots 9 and 10, and first
built a small house near the river on the south side of No. 9, but soon after erected the large house
on the north side of No. 10. Here he lived, surrounded by his constantly increasing business
interest - a merchant shipbuilder, and engaged in commerce - till his death, June 10, 1836. He
was in command of a company and afterward commissioned as major in the war of 1812. He was
a man of good business ability and amassed a considerable property.
Close to the river was the Small house which was afterward occupied by Henry Melius,
who well deserves a place in history, he having been one of the famed “Boston Tea Party.” He
died in February 1882, aged eighty years. The house now stands on the east side of the road, on
lot 13, and was the homestead of the late Thomas Aspenwall.
The house was bought by Thomas Aspenwall before the Civil War and moved to its
present location on lot 13, which is now owned and occupied by Mrs. C. E. Chase and her son
Clyde E Chase.
Thomas Aspenwall hade two daughters Manila and Sarah. Sarah married Edward
Seavey, a carpenter, who helped build the Grant Street schoolhouse. Their son Warren Seavey
had been a life long resident of Farmingdale. For many years he was electric maintenance
supervisor of the company, which operated the electric railroad. Marilla was a coat maker who
worked many years in Boston. She used to say that her only claim to fame was she once made a
coat for the poet Henry W. Longfellow.

William and Moses Springer, brothers, and James Springer, their cousin, were of German
decent and came to Pittston in 1786. They were engaged in shipbuilding near Agry’s point. They
came to Bowman’s Point in 1795, and William settled on lot No. 8, where he erected a large twostory house on the site of the house now owned by Mrs. Chester Douglas. He was bom
November 29, 1754, and was the oldest of the settlers at Bowman’s Point.
Captain William Springer operated a shipyard in the early 1800’s on the spot where the
Central Maine Power plant now stands. Captain Springer was the great grandfather of Mill Rose
Adelle Gilpatrick, now living on Maple Street, Loudon Hill. Miss Gilpatrick was bom and reared
on Maple Street, formerly called the Loudon Hill Road, and became on of Farmingdale’s leading
educators, having been a student of Colby, class of 1892 and later graduating from Chicago
University. She taught for a year in Hallowell High School, and was for a long term of years
Dean at Cobum Classical Institute at Waterville. She is now retired.
Moses Springer was bom October 17, 1767, married Susan Norcross, June 10, 1793, and
died October 24, 1882. He received front lots 1 and 6 and erected his house on the southerly part
of lot 7, and a 3-'A rod strip, and 8 Zi rods deep, on which it stood, was conveyed to him by his
brother, William. He lived here several years and then built a house on one of his rear lots, on the
south side of Bowman Street, next east of James Collins place, where he died October 24, 1832,
at the age of sixty-five years.
James Springer married Mary Lemont. He originally held lots 2, 5 and 17, but bought
and occupied the house on the east side of the road on lot 13, which was tom down by Central
Maine Power Company, 1930-31.
The extension of Bowman Street from the road to the river was known as Meeting House
lane, and on the north side of it in 1803 a church was built. It was a large building, but never
finished inside. It fronted on the lane, facing south, having a porch, with doors opening into it on
its east and west sides, and stairs leading to a gallery. Here the Methodist society held its
meetings. There was no settled minister, this being part of a circuit and the minister in charge
being here but little. Twice conferences were held in the building, one being presided over by
Bishop Hedding and the other by Bishop Filmore.
A minister named Wells often officiated there. It was the only Methodist church in this
section till 1830, when it was given up and materials used for a stable in Hallowell. One day in
the war of 1812, September 11, 1814, when a service was being held in the church, a messenger
came bringing a report of the approach of a British force to attack Wiscasset. There was great
excitement and hurrying to and fro, the men starting away at once for Wiscasset, and were there
the next morning, but the enemy had not and did not come.
Next north of Mr. Cox on lot 13, James Lowell built a cottage house, and on the same lot
Augustus Ballard built the house, which was razed about 1930. Mr. Lowell occupied this house
until his death in 1849. He was a shipbuilder and had a yard on the banks of the river. Henry
Peacock occupied this home for many years. He moved into a house he built on Bowman Street
now owned and occupied by Abbott Gowen. The Lowell house was sold to Mr. and Mrs. Stuart
McCoubrey, Miss Elta Messenger and Harry Messenger.
All these men were interested in shipbuilding and the shore in front of their lots was a
succession of shipyards from the later Hallowell line to the present location of Grant Street.
Sameul Hodgdon had lot 14. He sold a house lot of one acre on the west side of the road
and next to Mr. Ballard’s lot, to Samuel Davis, who built the house which was moved up the
avenue about 1930 and is owned and occupied by Mrs. Elizabeth Sawyer. Mr. Davis lived there a
few years and then sold to Jesse Jewett, who was a man o f great influence and was for year’s
sheriff of the county. Mr. Hodgdon afterward sold to James Springer and settled on Bowman
Street.
Dr. James Parker had lots 15 and 16, and built the house now owned by Lewis Tyler, and
lived there till 1803.

Nathaniel Kimball bought lot 2 of James Springer and built a house on the east side of the
road in 1800. He was a native of New Hampshire and came from Pittston, where he had built
several dams and mills, which had in succession been swept away by freshets. He married Sally,
daughter of Major Henry Smith, who came from Germany in 1747 and settled in Pittston in 1764.
Mr. and Mrs. Kimball afterward built a large, two story house which was burned some thirty
years later, and these were the only early settlers’ houses burned before the Cox house in 1890.
They had six children, of whom two were residents of Farmingdale after its incorporation;
Nathaniel who was long and well known as an enterprising steamboat owner and captain; and
Hannah, who married Alexander S. Chadwick.
William G. Warren also came here about the year 1800, and built the house now owned
by Page Johnson. He was a prominent man, as was for many years a vestryman and warden in
Christ Church, as were also Doctor Parker and Major Smith. He married Peggy Marson. Their
son was George, who married Julia T. Huthcinson, and their son was George E., bom 1838,
married Frances Coveil; their daughter Jennie H. married Elmer Stevens. Their daughter Leora
Stevens is our present town treasurer. The members of this family for four generations have held
offices of town clerk or treasurer.
South of this old Hallowell line, numbering from north to south, the front, west of the
road, was divided into acre lots five rods in width, and extending thirty-tow rods back, having
been surveyed and plan made by Dudley Hobart in 1803. This plan was afterward copied into,
and made part of, the Solomon Adams plan, by which all the lands in Gardiner were sold after its
date, December 30, 1808.
Samuel Elwell was one of the first purchasers, he having lots 10 and 11, being the same
where the houses of Kenneth Whittle and Mrs. R. P. Hazzard now stand. He at once built a house
on lot 10, and this was afterward conveyed to Hon. George Evans. No. 11 was conveyed to
Captain Nathaniel Kimball, the well-known pioneer in steam boating between Gardiner and
Boston. No. 9, the last home of Dr. James Parker, was sold by Mr. Gardiner, “subject to the
rights of Elizabeth McCausland, widow of the late Henry McCausland, and their son, Robert
McCausland.” These rights were those of occupancy without title, but the records are also a
record of the shrewdness of Doctor Parker, he having bought them for $20 two weeks before the
conveyance from Mr. Gardiner to him. No. 8 was sold to James Purinton in 1803, and he erected
the house thereon, which was afterward the homestead of Robert Gould, who engaged in
shipbuilding in front of the lot. Mr. Gould was a keen businessman, and was fast acquiring a
leading position, when he died of consumption in 1835, thirty-nine years old.
The lot now owned by L. J. Sheaffer was held by Mr. Gardiner till 1826, when he sold it
to Captain John P. Hunter, who was long engaged in the lumber business in Gardiner. The lots
next south of North Street, now owned by Miss Annie Stilphen, were sold in 1827 to Alexander
S. Chadwick, and he erected the house now standing there in that year. Mr. Chadwick was a son
of Dr. Edmund Chadwick, of Deerfield, N.H., and was bom there May 8, 1789. Doctor
Chadwick was descended from Charles Chadwick, who came to Boston in 1630 and served in the
revolutionary war as a surgeon in the American army. Mr. Chadwick studied medicine with his
father until the war of 1812, when in 1813 he received a commission from President Madison and
was stationed at Fort Erie. In the bloody fight there July 4, 1814, his command of fifty men took
fifty-two prisoners, including a major, and lost thirteen killed and wounded. He received six
shots through his clothing, but was unharmed. He came to Maine in 1816, and married Hannah,
daughter of Nathaniel Kimball, and granddaughter of Major Henry Smith. He lived in Frankfort
till 1821, when he removed to Gardiner. He represented the town in the legislature four years,
and was selectman of the town six years, and the justice of the peace before whom most of the
minor cases were tried for many years. He was one of the prime movers and most indefatigable
workers in the incorporation of Farmingdale, and was one of the first selectmen of the new town.
He died October 18, 1867. Miss Stilphen and Miss Julia Chadwick were his granddaughters.

On the further part of Bowman Street, the first settler was Samuel Titcomb, who in 1814
came from Yarmouth, Maine, and settled on the land now owned by George Crockett, Emile
Leclair and Mrs. Juliette Proulx.
In 1819, Abner Lowell bought of Gideon Gilman the lot which with subsequent
purchases, constituted the farm so long the home of his son, Joshua Lowell, and now owned by
heirs of his grandson, Frank Lowell.
North Street was not as a whole settled so early as the other parts of the town, and its
earliest settlers were descendants of men already named. Among them were John and Andrew
McCausland, grandsons of Henry McCausland; George Church, grandson of Ebenezer Church;
Jerry Hodgdon, son of Samuel Hodgdon and a man of influence in the town and for years one of
the town fathers; Hiram Lord, son of Isaac Lord, who had been one of the early settlers on
Bowman street; and the Collins family.
This then comprises a history of the early settlement of the old homes included in the
present town of Farmingdale, which was incorporated April 3, 1852. It borders on the Kennebec
river and rises by easy grades to its highest lands near the old post road and thence sloping back
to the Sanborn and Jamies ponds on the western border, the only bodies of water in the town. It
consists of gently rolling country, seldom broken by sharp hills or valleys and comprises some of
the best farming lands in the county.
Its incorporation was secured chiefly by the indefatigable efforts of A. S. Chadwick,
Thomas B. Seavey and William S. Grant, aided by an enthusiastic and almost unanimous support
of the people. Mr. Grant was a grandson of Major Peter Grant and son of Captain Samuel C.
Grant, and established his home in the town. He was a leader in every movement for the
improvement of the town. He owned the beautiful homestead now the property of James Mosher.
The town is essentially a farming and residential town. The busy blows of the shipyard
have long since ceased to be heard.

E a rly In d u stries
ICE INDUSTRY
In 1860 the ice industry entered upon a new era and grew into a more permanent form.
James L. Cheesman, a New York retailer, began stacking at Farmingdale and the following year
entered upon extensive operations. Until 1865 he flourished wonderfully. In 1868 he sold to The
Knickerbocker Ice Co.
Icehouses were on both sides of the river diagonally across from each other. The night
that one of them caught fire, the sparks jumped the river twice or three times and burned an
icehouse.
The record on year was Knickerbocker Ice Co. 12,000 tons and A. Rich Ice Co 70,000
tons.

On the riverbank just south of the Central Maine Power Company Plant a sawmill was
erected in 1805 by Mr. Phillips from New Hampshire. His two sons operated it for a short time.
Then it was purchased by the Berlin Mills Company who ran it until 1918. In 1896 a high freshet
tore away a part of this mill and it was soon repaired and started operations that same year. The
following is from a newspaper clipping:
“Two worlds records were established at the Berlin Mills in Farmingdale Thursday
and now this well known plant is more famous than ever.
In eleven hours the mill sawed 158,601 feet knocking the record o f 129,000 held by
the M. G. Shaw Company o f Bath to smithereens.
The mill is one o f the best-fitted plants in New England. All o f the men are
experienced workmen and as much credit is due them as to the wonderful
machinery.”
This mill was idle during 1919. In 1920 it was valued, with lumber and machinery, at
$24,000 and by records it appears that the machinery was bought by the St. Croix Paper Company
and the mill taken down and moved away to another location.
The lumber was shipped away by water and rail. A spur track was built from the Maine
Central Railroad and two and three masted vessels came up the river to load.
The buzzing activity and the smell of freshly sawed lumber was missed in the locality
when it was moves.
SHIPYARDS
In 1845 M. Damon built a schooner, Elbridge G. Pierce built several whalers and other
vessels for New Bedford parties.
At the Grant yard between 1851 - 1858 clipper bards and ships were built for the Boston
and Galveston line; and also two large vessels of 1090 and 1190 tons for the Calcutta trade.
This yard, the largest in the country, ran two blacksmith shops for ship-fitting, and
employed from 25 to 75 men the year round.
The last vessel built in Farmingdale was named “Two Brothers.” It was lost on the first
trip out.
POTTERY
The Pottery Brook separates the large lot, which was known as the Pottery lot. On the
Northern part of this lot was the pottery where jars and jugs were made. Some of them are still in
use in the older homes.
Many potters lived in this town. It must have been a good trade for they occupied some
of the better houses.
There were brickyards in several places: one in back of Allen Clark’s and Norman
Douglas’ lots: one in the Pottery lot and one on Northern Avenue, south of the street.
The bungalow on the North part of the Pottery lot was built in the early 1920’s by
Howard Eastman, who with Mrs. Eastman and son Earl Eastman reside there.
The house on the South side of this lot was built by Peter Houlihan who lived there for a
while. This house was built about 1900. Later it was purchased by the Commonwealth Shoe and
Leather Company as a home for their local factory superintendent. It is now occupied by
Superintendent Ray Watts and family.

HISTORY OF
CENTRAL MAINE POWER COMPANY STATION
Farmingdale Station was constructed in 1912 under the direction of the late Frank Mason,
who was then chief engineer of Central Maine Power Company. Its first steam turbines were a
500 KW unit brought down from the old K5 Station in Augusta and a new 2,000 KW unit added
in 1920. In 1920, two additional boilers were added bringing the total to six and also its present
chimney was constructed. In this air age this chimney serves a dual propose in as much as it can
be seen many miles, so serves as a guide to aviators. 1950 saw the removal of one boiler and the
original 2,000 KW unit. Installed in its place is the 3,500 KW gas turbine. This unit designed to
bum No. 6 oil was the first commercial installation of its kind in this country.
Farmingdale’s fist chief was Frank White who served until 1922. His successors were
Norris Holmes 1922-1924, Roger Pierce 1924-1925, and James Cummings 1924 to date.
Farmingdale has jet condensers in which the exhaust steam from the turbine is sprayed by
jets of cold water to create a vacuum. The condensate then returns to the river. Because o f this it
is a 100% make-up plant, since all its feed water has to come from the river. This created a
problem in the earlier days as this raw water caused scaling in the boiler tubes with resultant hot
spots and blisters and fractured tubes. During heavy runs as many as 36 had to be changed over
the weekend. To change 8 or 10 was just a small weekend. The Permutit System o f chemical
control of feed water was installed in 1936 and minimized these boiler tube changes.
This plant started out as a hand fired coal-burning plant and employed as many as 26 men
to keep it going. In the so called good old days during a period of heavy runs, 56 tons of coal
were fired in the 4 boilers in 14 hours, which meant shoveling a ton of coal per man per hour. In
this day and age it seems almost like a Paul Bunyan story, however true. This plant has seen
conversion from hand fired, to stokers, to its present oil fired boilers. It would not be a jest to say
that within a few decades a new unit, an atom powered unit, possibly could be installed at this
location.
Farmingdale is a symbol of progress of the Central Maine Power Company, which is
continuously searching for new and better methods of serving its customs.
Farmingdale’s only post office was in the W. G. Rice house and was called West
Farmingdale Post office. The only postmaster was Alden Rice. (1804-1881)
Mail for the residents of this town is divided between Gardiner and Hallowell offices.
Rural carriers serve the rural areas.
City carriers serve the more populated areas. Among the carriers from Gardiner P.O. has
been William Maxcy who started in 1900 when carrier service was first established. He was
followed by Wallace Purnell who was “our mailman” for many years. George Moore, George
Turner and Joseph MacNamara have been faithful for long periods.
CIVILIAN DEFENSE
At the beginning of World War II when all Communities were organizing for protection,
Farmingdale was ready.
Lester Longfellow was chosen Town Chairman; Charles Arthur Town Coordinator; the
Chairman of Wardens, Clyde Chase; of Fire, Philip Hinkley; of Police, Edward Ellis; of Disaster,
Wallace Purnell. Mrs. Carroll Houdlette was head of the Women’s Division and Mrs. Abbott
Gowan and Mrs. Millard Mank co-chairman of Food. The town was divided into six units each
with its leader. Seven telephone calls would alert every worker. Mr. and Mrs. Charles Palmer
served twenty-four hours a day on call duty.

CEMETERIES
There are three cemeteries in town: one on the Litchfield Road, one on Northern Avenue
and one on Maine Avenue.
The Maine Avenue Cemetery Incorporation was startled March 28, 1928 with the
following officers, President Fred S. Morgan; Treasurer Miss Josephine B. Marshall; Secretary
Mrs. Jessie W. White. Trustees, A. H. Harriman, Preston Bran, Mrs. Fred Brann.
Land to enlarge the cemetery has been purchased from Fred Ames and W. W. Donaghy.
Fifty new lots have been added by these purchases.
The officer selected for 1952 are President Clayton Donaghy, Vice President Edwin
Water; Treasurer Miss Marshall; Secretary Mrs. White, Trustees are W. W. Seavey, E. R. Beedle,
Fred Emerson, John Donaghy and Preston Brann.
Emest Averill is caretaker of the other two yards.
FRESHETS
In the memory of living residents we have been visited by two major floods.
In 1896 the boom broke and logs were swept onto Maine Avenue in front of the pottery
lot to the height of 100 feet and all traffic was routed around Sheldon Street and Northern
Avenue. These froze solidly and it was sometime before the jam was broken. Many houses on
the lower lands were flooded about a foot on the first floors, considerable damage was done.
In 1936 the big freshet visited us causing hundreds of dollars worth of damage. Several
families were forced to flee their homes when the flood tide, filled with great blocks of ice,
reached here. No doubt the Central Maine Power Company plant saved several houses by
breaking the force. Many residents were taken from second stories in boats. Families were
lodged in the Grant Street Schoolhouse and in the homes of kind neighbors. Twelve families on
Bowman’s Point were forced out.
Fire trucks and town equipment were moved to the schoolhouse dooryard.

S ch ools
BURNS SCHOOL
The first school building in this neighborhood was located near the Litchfield Road
Cemetery, and was afterward moved to the triangular comer lot at the intersection of Maple Street
and Litchfield Road. This building burned about 1842.
A new school building was erected on lot 42, land owned by James Bums and his
descendants. The Bums School thus derived its name from the Bums family, and was located a
few feet west of the present west boundary of the Longfellow farm.
The present Bums School Building, which was first opened in September 1916, was built
on land purchased from Harry A. Lord.
The last teacher was Mrs. Emma J. Longfellow who moved with her pupils to the new
Consolidated School when it was opened January 1948.
The building was purchased and made into the attractive home of Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence
B. Longfellow and daughter, Anna Mae.
We find mention of our earliest town meetings being held in the Bowman’s Point
schoolhouse. This building was the ordinary, one-story wooden district schoolhouse of those

days. It stood on the riverbank opposite the Crocker house (Tyler). It was afterwards converted
into a blacksmith shop.
A schoolhouse was once located near the Cross’ Greenhouse. There was a brick
schoolhouse in the use in the 1840’s, and before, near the present Maine Avenue Grocery store.
It was standing in 1875. The youngest children attended classes taught by Miss Theresa Ballard
in her home just above Bowman Street. All pupils were transferred to the Grant Street School in
1875.
There was a schoolhouse on Russell Street at one time. It was razed in 1900 and the
lumber used in the bam of Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Vaughn, Sheldon Street. The Vaughn’s’ also have
a hardwood desk from the building and a two-foot long ruler found there.
The school was built in 1875 at a cost of $5,623.00 by Thomas Paul and Edward K.
Seavey. Captain John Drew, one of the leaders in the construction of the building, lived in the
house now occupied by Charles Skehan.
For some years this was called the Knickerbocker School. When it was completed, Mr.
David Hunt, President of the Knickerbocker Ice Co., became interested and through him the
Company presented the school bell. When Mr. Hunt was in town he, together with a group of
young people, always gathered at the building for community singing.
The original school system employed women teachers in the summer and men in the
winter.
In its original state, the school building had two large rooms, one on each floor, heated by
two large stoves. A furnace was installed later to replace the stoves. In 1908 the old cellar was
rebuilt and a cement floor was laid. Flush toilets were installed in 1912. The large room on the
first floor was divided by a partition into tow rooms in 1914.
In 1935 the heating system was changed over to steam heat which was a great
improvement over the older system and made the school much more comfortable.
In 1938 the second floor was partitioned off into two rooms so that more classes could
recite without interrupting each other.
It became necessary to use one of the cloakrooms as another recitation room, and at
which time another teacher was hired making a total of 5 teachers in the building.
Its doors were closed December 17, 1948, and the teachers, Miss Bailey, Mrs. E.
Houdlette, Mrs. M. Houdlette, Mrs. Douglas and Mrs. White moved to the new consolidated
school with their pupils.
This building was sold to Earl Harvey of Gardiner. He appreciated the beautiful bell and
although he had several chances to sell it, he waited until a group of people wanted it for their
church. It now sounds its beautiful tones for the members of the Baptist Church of South
Gardiner.
NORTH STREET SCHOOL
The first schoolhouse was built of logs and stood near the road in a comer of a field now
owned by Albert Norcross. It was on the opposite side of the road and slightly to the westward
from the location of the present school and was used prior to the schoolhouse built in 1845.
The location was later changed to the present site. The building was remodeled in 1922
and moved back to make room for a playground. This building after being partially burned in
1928 was again remodeled and electric lights were installed.
In the years 1850-1860 the school year, which was from eight to ten weeks, was held
during the winter months. Those attending ranged in ages from four to twenty-five years. There
was no special standard of books, pupils furnishing their own. Fuel was provided by the people
in the community, and the boys and girls served as janitors.

It is interesting to note that Ernest Averill is the only resident of our town that is a direct
descendant of a pupil of the early school. His father, Albert Averill having attended school
between 1850-1860.
This school closed in 1948. The teacher, Mrs. Jessie C. Houdlette and her pupils moving
to the new consolidated school building. This building is now the home of Sherman Griffin.
TEACHERS
Elisha Porter Seavey, a member of one o f the pioneer families, taught in District No. 1 in
1869-70, and in District No. 2 and 3 in 1870-71. Miss Abbie Cox was the first supervisor of
Grant Street School. After she retired, Reverend Edwin Manson took her place and taught
several years, after which he acted as superintendent for many years. The influence of this
kindly, splendid-charactered man is still felt by all who worked with him.
Others who have taught in town beside those already mentioned: Hannah Seavey;
Theresa Ballard; Luella Smithe; Dora Crocker; Oliver B. Clason; Edith Foss; Carrie Clark; Rose
Wadsworth who taught from 1898-1903; Mary Morgan; Harriett Springer, 1899; Alda Noble,
1900; Edith Barber, 1901; Harriett Harlow, 1902; Elizabeth Church; Sara Eldredge; Miss
Reynolds; Miss Reed; Miss Hanson; Abby Stone; Helen Gosline; Delia Rogers; Miss Holway;
Dorothy Densmore.
Among superintendents have been Edwin C. Manson; Mrs. Cannon; Charles Turner; Mr.
Gerrish; A. Raymond Carter and the present Orlando C. Woodman.
DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEW SCHOOL
Because of the very much over crowded condition existing in the town schools, it became
necessary to erect a school suitable for current and future needs.
Largely through the efforts of the Parents Club the initial steps toward the consolidation
were started.
The next step that was taken was the introduction of the bill to the 93rd Legislature. The
bill was approved by the Legislature, which allowed the borrowing of $125,000.00 also the
authority to appoint three trustees by the selectmen.
This action was followed by the approval of the bill by the citizens of Farmingdale,
January 5, 1948. The trustees named were Lester Longfellow, James Mosher and A. G. Dodge,
after which they met, drew lots for President, Treasurer, and Clerk in order as previously stated.
A second special town meeting was held due to the necessity of clarifying the legality of
the bill. This action resulted in considerable saving in the rate of interest
January 5, 1948, voted to accept School District
January 11, 1948, Trustees appointed
February 2, 1948, Planning meeting
Ground broken, Monday, May 3, 1948
Architect and Builder
Walton I. Thurlow
Cement and Masonry
Earl D. Fossett
Engineer
R. E. Harriman
Heating Engineer
George A. Partridge
Size of building, 214 feet x 60 feet
Size of Auditorium, 461/2 feet x 92 feet
Site, approximately six acres
2,517 feet chain link fence enclosing grounds
4.000 bags of cement in foundation
12.000 yards of fill in athletic field and outside grading
Nine Class Rooms and Cafeteria, 24 feet x 36 feet

Health Room, Library and Principal’s Office, 12 x 24
Asphalt tile floor
Latest type Herman Nelson Unit Ventilation with 350 square feet of radiation in each
unit. Air is automatically changed in rooms several times an hour.
TRUSTEES
Lester W. Longfellow
E. Mosher
Alpheus G. Dodge

James

SELECTMEN
Edward P. Weston
I. Parker
Clayton E. Smith

Millard

SCHOOL COMMITTEE
Edward A. Besaw
Edward W. Ellis
John R. Andrews

Mrs.

OFFICERS OF PARENTS’ CLUB
Clayton E. Smith, President
Mrs. Charles E. Arthur, Vice President
Mrs. Norman E. Littlefield, Secretary
Mrs. Adelbert A. Houdlette, Treasurer
SCHOOL PERSONNEL
Jessie W. White, Principal, Grades Seven and Eight
Grace W. Douglass, Grade Six
Muriel L. Houdlette, Grade Four
Doris T. Smith, Grade Two
Jessie C. Houdlette, Sub Primary
Geneva M. Breed, School Nurse
Emma J. Longfellow, Grade Five
Ethel M. Houdlette, Grade Three
Sarah L. Bailey, Grade One
Ellen F. Blodgett, Music
Virginia R. Colfer, Dietitian
Lionel J. Turcotte, Janitor and Bus Driver
The following is an editorial from the Kennebec Journal: “Farmingdale’s New
Look School. The people of Farmingdale have done something to open the eyes of friends of
Education everywhere.
The new Grammar School on Sheldon Street, modem in every detail of construction and
equipment, is ringing “I told you so” for the advocates of consolidation.
It was during the war that former Commissioner of Education Harry V. Gilson began
stumping the state in behalf of the centralized school idea. The little red schoolhouse has a fond
place in our memories, but there, and there only is where it belongs, he argued. Today it is far
better for sections of a town, yes and even groups of towns, to pool their resources toward one

modemly built, equipped and staffed school than to try to maintain the hundreds of rickety, ill
ventilated, poorly lighted, unsanitary on-room crossroads schools.
The movement met natural political complications in those areas where more than one
town was involved. But one-by-one communities began replacing their rural schools with single,
modem buildings. Within a few miles of the State Capitol the past year has seen centralized
schools completed in China, West Gardiner and Litchfield.
They are all excellent schools, offering the children of rural homes far better instruction
and a greater variety of training than they could get in the little red school.
But this school at Farmingdale appears to have gone them all one better. In addition to its
nine modemly lighted, air conditioned, pastel tinted (easy-on-the-eyes) classrooms, it has a fully
equipped kitchen and dining-room, an infirmary with tow hospital-type beds and working
facilities for the school nurse, a combined gymnasium and auditorium, boys’ and girls’ toilets,
dressing rooms, storage areas beneath.
It even has a drive-in garage so that no matter how drizzly or blustery it is when the bus
picks up youngsters at the end of the run seven miles out, they can alight under cover.
When the school, dedicated Tuesday night, opens January 3, all of its 210 streamlined,
adjustable desks will be occupied. The 36-passenger bus will haul pupils from outlying parts of
the area served in the past by three schools, the Grant Street, North Street and Bums schools. By
simply adding more desks, the 280-foot-long building can accommodate twice the present
enrollment.
Farmingdale people began planning for the school four years ago when $3,000 was setaside at the annual town meeting. In each of the following three years $5,000 was added. At the
last session of the Legislature of Farmingdale School District was authorized. And last fall a
board of trustees was appointed and given power to borrow $125,000 for construction of the new
school. Thus for only $115,000 of borrowed funds has been spent, and the school is ready to
open. For a little over a hundred thousand, this community has produced a secondary educational
institution that will be envied by towns and cities many times its size.
How? In addition to thorough community cooperation, Farmingdale was fortunate in
having James Mosher as treasurer of its board of trustees. Acquainted with the construction and
equipment field, he devoted long weeks to shopping for hard-to-get, over-priced materials and
equipment. The town’s officers estimate that his efforts alone saved $50,000, or enough to pay
for the combined gymnasium and auditorium.
State education officials have set up a model schoolroom in the new building.
It may not produce a President. But it will make young life a lot brighter west of the
Kennebec from Greenville Street south.”
PROGRAM AT DEDICATION
James E. Mosher prominent Farmingdale man, was paid a glowing tribute by citizens of
that town for his services in making the newly erected grammar school an actuality when the
building’s large combination auditorium and gymnasium was named the Mosher Auditorium in
his honor during impressive ceremonies of the educational plant held last evening.
Approximately 500 townspeople and interested visitors thronged the auditorium to
witness the event. Prior to the dedication, visitors inspected the gleaming classrooms and ultra
modem facilities contained here for advancement and educational growth of the town’s children.
L. J. Sheaffer, another prominent townsman, spoke on behalf of the local citizens, and
voiced highly complimentary remarks about Mosher for his active part in the new school’s
construction.
Sheaffer asserted, “We have seen tonight a plant equipped better than any other school in
Maine.” He added, “It just didn’t happen.” Referring to Mosher’s successful efforts, Sheaffer

said Mosher spent 10-14 hours each day for the past six months with but6 one thought in mind,
“that of completing the school.”
“We are proud of James Mosher,” Sheaffer declared, adding that “18 months ago this site
was a field. Today it’s a school, due in great part to Mosher.”
Following Sheaffer’s remarks, a bronze plaque on a brick wall of the auditorium was
unveiled by Miss Peggy Staples. At Sheaffer’s request she read aloud the words on the plaque as
follows:
“Mosher Auditorium dedicated to James E. Mosher by the citizens of Farmingdale in
recognition of an outstanding service to his community.”
The audience immediately after the plaque’s reading burst into a roar of applause.
Responding in a voice showing much emotion, Mosher said, “I am humbly grateful.”
Continuing he said, “This is an example of what can be done by community cooperation
and careful planning.” He lauded in turn Walter Thurlow, the assisting board of trustees and
others who played prominent roles in the school’s successful completion.
Mosher then presented the new building to the smiling teachers, saying, “Here is a
modem working-tool.”
Prominent figures in Maine’s educational field were present and added high words of
praise for Farmingdale’s making possible “one of the most modem schools in America.”
Harlon Ladd, State Commissioner of Education, expressed a wish for the year ahead
saying he “wished thousands of other Maine school children could have a building as fine as this
one. Maine school children could have a building as fine as this one and that hundreds of
communities could see transplanted in to their towns a school the equal of this.”
Ladd continued, “Persons who planned construction or who had a part can take home the
satisfaction of having accomplished an ideal.”
Governor Horace Hildreth, speaking briefly, commented, “So many of you present had
something to do with this, that it appears an entire community project.” Pointing to historical
details on the printed program in connection with construction in such short time, Governor
Hildreth said, “This community wanted something done, and did it.”
O. C. Woodman, superintendent of schools, congratulated citizens on following through
with legislation and lauded trustees for their “zeal and fore-sightedness.” He added, “You have
the most building for the money.”
A fine new building is but part of the picture, Woodman said, adding, “Teachers can now
show what they are capable of under ideal condition.”
Other prominent figures spoke briefly and complimented Farmingdale’s citizens and
Mosher for a successful culmination of the entire project.
Dr. Caroll Church, master of ceremonies, spoke briefly, asserting “It scarcely seems
possible that a year ago, this school was but a dream.” He closed, saying “Tonight, it’s a reality.”
Ceremonies saw trustees introduced and their work in the project complimented, tighter
with that of selectmen, school committee, teachers and Parents Club officers.
Mrs. Jessie White, principal, summed up the matter of the new school saying, “It’s a
dream come true.”
Features of the program included a presentation of several well-known favorites by the
Gardiner Choral Society, accompanied by the Gardiner Civic Orchestra. Women singers
attractively gowned added a colorful note to the evening’s affair.
Teachers, also attractively gowned, served as hostesses in their homerooms during an
open house program prior to ceremonies. Several young townswomen, fashionably gowned,
served as ushers and passed out souvenir programs.
The entire affair was well staged and carried out with a definite complimentary effect.
Citizens and visitors expressed high interest in the new school and it was apparent from
conversation that attempts to start a school program of like nature would apparently be taken in
surrounding area.

The school now has an enrollment of 250 pupils; the present teachers are Philip Lousey,
Richard Smith, Grace Douglas, Mary Foley, Muriel Houdlette, Ethel Houdlette, Doris Smith,
Sara Bailey and Madelyn Linscott.
Ellen Blodgett and Chester Hammond visit the school to give vocal and instrumental
instruction. The nurse, Elsie Ladner, makes periodic visits to the building.
Flavilla Chase and Ethel Gowan are dietitians. Lionel Turcotte is janitor and buss driver.
Gordon Purdy is assistant janitor.
Military Records
Number of Soldiers taken in May, 1858
Names
J. Appleton Baker, A. W. Bachelder, Loring Ballard, G. W. Barker, Valentine Bran, Carlton
Blair, Ivory Bran, J. Nelson Baker, John H. Buzzel, Eugene Barnard, Aaron Bran, Everet Bran,
Warren L. Baker, Dexter W. Boobier, John Curtis, Steven Church, Oren Colcord, W. W. Cannon,
George Collins, James Collins 2nd, Jason Collins, George T. Cox, Thomas L. Crocker, Martin L.
Cannon, Albert Call, Samuel T. Cannon, Samuel L. Cargill, J. Warren Collins, Gilbert Chadwick,
Wesley Collins, George M. Cunningham, Joseph Cannon, Herman Carter, Henry C. Carter,
William H. Curtis, George A. W. Collins, Charles A. French, John Frost, Charles French, John
Graves, William S. Grant, Samuel L. Grover, Nahum Grover, Sumner Green, Andrew J. Glidden,
George Green, Thomas Gilpatrick, Samuel Grover, Frank Grover, George W. Goodwin, George
W. Hinkley, Edward Hatch, John L. Hunter, Daniel F. Hodges, George Hodgdon, J. R. Hodgdon,
Edward Hunter, William A. Hodgson, Joseph Irish, O. M. Johnson, James Jewett, Jr., H. W.
Jewett, Augustus Jones, Albert Johnson, Jacob Kenniston, Samuel Kempton, F. T. Lally, Benj
Lane, Joseph B. Littlefield, E. E. Lowell, Charles C. Lancaster, A. A. Luce, William H. Lowell,
Thomas F. Lord, William Leod, Andrew B. McCausland, Charles W. McCausland, Jas T.
McCausland, Walter B. McCaulsand, John A. McCausland, William Morgan, John H. Morgan. S.
B. McCausland, Reuben Morgan, Moses McCausland, William Mayo, Henry M. Neal, Reuben S.
Neal, George Pierce, Thomas S. Paul, Leonard Rice, Leander Rider, J. Wesley Russel, J. Warren
Russel, Greenleif W. Rice, F. S. Richards, E. G. Robinson, Horace Rice, Rinaldo Runnels, John
H. Rice, Samuel Seavey, Edmund Sprague, William Springer, James Stone, John T. Stone,
George E. Stone, Benj F. Sanford, Benjamin Sprague, Alonzo Sweetland, George Stover, Sumner
Smiley, Jr., Edward Seavey, Abram Rich, Elbridge Temple, William Tollman, E. E. Vigoureux,
Joseph H. Vigoureux, Thomas R. Whitney, David Wing, Frank K. Waterhouse, Warren C.
Waterhouse, John P. Wallbridge, William Wilson, Edward Barbour, Thomas J. Rollins, George
Rice, L. G. Record, George H. Robinson, George E. Ross, Samuel Rice, Charles Sargent, Reuben
Seavey.
Whole number 138, taken in May 1858 by Selectmen of Farmingdale.
Attest
Clerk

S. B. McCAUSLAND, Town

RESIDENTS OF FARMINGDALE WHO SERVED IN
THE SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR WERE:
Thomas Jewett

Wallace Purnell

Elbert Hayford

WORLD WAR I
Clyde Chase, Percy Cobb, Stephen A. Cobb, Raymond Demers, Emile S. Dubey, Walter S.
Foster, John E. Hickey, Clarence Le Fleur, Elmer Lord, George W. Manson, Ray F. Marshall,
Leon M. McDonald, Harry Messenger, Chester Pomeroy, Joseph W. Prout, Vaughan M. Rice,
James Rice, Charles Rich, Wilbur Roberts, Walter Roberts, Benjamin Smith, George O. Smith,
Charles Stonier, James Stonier, Everett Strout, Leon A. Wing.
YEAR 1945
FARMINGDALE ROLL O HONOR IN THE SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY
GOLD STAR
Ernest Hickey, Alden Littlefield, Wilder Purdy, Albert Shea, Jr., Eugent Stonier
HONORABLE DISCHARGES
Harold Carter, Earl Corkum, Ralph Dill, Walter Doucette, Wilfred Harriman, Leo Hickey,
Donald McDonald, Stanley Murray, Gordon Snell, Cecil Vannah, George York.
ACTIVE SERVICE
Ormand Astle, Charles Baker, Pauline Baker, Lawrence Bell, Leon Bemis, Howard Betts, Arthur
Bishop, Jr., Richard Boudway, Marcus Bownan, Richard Bowring, Elmer Carter, Herman Carter,
Jr., Elwyn Chadboume, Richard Choate, Harold Colby, David Connors, Paul Connors, Richard
Connors, Clarence Creamer, Lawrence Creamer, Clayton Donaghy, Jr., John Donaghy, Donald
DuPont, Lawrence DuPont, Harold Dyer, Earl Eastman, Leonard C. Ellis, Oscar Farrington,
Merle Fisher, Melvin Flagg, James Fleming, Lawrence Fleming, Herbert Fuller, Clarence Gibbs,
Albert Giberson, Raymond Giberson, Richard Giberson, Sewell Goldberg, Elliott C. Goodwin,
Robert Greeley, Nelson Guyon, Richard Harvey, Elbert Hayford, Jr., Donald Hayford, Timothy
Hickey, Ian Hickman, George Jones, HI, Stanley Jones, Eben Johnson, Ernest Johnson, Herbert
Johnson, George F. Jordan, Robert Jordan, Harold Killam, Herman Killam, Robert Killam,
Walter Killam, John Laselle, Vincent LaVallee, Alden Longfellow, Lawrence Longfellow,
Charles Looke, Jr., Robert Looke, Robert Lougee, Donald Lowell, Emery Malcolm, Winfield
Malcolm, Kenneth T. Mank, Raymond Merrill, Walter McCarty, Richard McDonald, Robert
McDonald, Frank McFarland, Paul McGovern, Winfield Millett, Eugene Mooers, Ralph Murphy,
Floyd E. Norton, Harold L. Norton, Louise Oliver, Fred Pendexter, Edward Perkins, William
Perry, Richard Pierce, Lawrence Pierce, Chester Piper, Jr., Gordon Poland, John Poland, Herbert
Rankins, James Rich, Christina Richardson, Bernard C. Robbins, David Russell, Donald Russell,
Reuel Russell, Harry Sawyer, Earl Severance, James Shaw, Joseph Skehan, Evelyn Small, Harry
Stonier, Jr., Wallace Stonier, Kermit True, Franklin Tyler, Lewis Tyler, Cecil Vannah, Guy
Vannah, Joseph Violette, Herbert Ware, Francis Washburn, George Weeks, Harold Weeks,
Richard Weeks, Maynard Welch, Ernest Wells, Wilson Wight, Leon Wing, Jr. Ellsworth Yorke,
Perlie Yorke.
An Honor Roll was placed on Maine Avenue on land owned by Mr. and Mrs. Alfred
McCausland. At Memorial exercises the Roll was unveiled by Mrs. Gordon Purdy, mother of
Wilder Purdy.
FIRE DEPARTMENT
In 1925 the department decided to start motorizing their equipment which up to this time
had been hand drawn.
The first truck was built by James Gilson on a 1924 Dodge 1 'A ton chassis equipped with
one 50 gallon chemical tank ladder racks with body large enough to carry 1000 feet of 2 'A “
hose. This truck was supplemented in the early 30’s with an auxiliary Ford pick up truck.

In 1939 after having to hire pumping equipment from neighboring towns for several
fires, it was decided to add a new Dodge truck with a 550-gallon Buffalo pump in place of our
Ford. This pumper has been a big help to our town.
With this equipment we were able to help our neighbors and enter into an agreement to
help one another in case of a bad fire without any charge for the use of each other’s equipment.
After the bad forest fires in our state the town voted S3000 for a tank truck to replace the 1924
Dodge. A tank holding 550 gallons was constructed by the T. W. Dick Company and set on a
new 1948 Ford chassis. Several members of the Fire Department finished the work on the truck
at no expense to the town except for material. Each year we have added new equipment: Indian
hand pumps, portable forestry pump and on 30 pound Ansel for oil and grass fires. We have
found this truck not only helpful in forest fire work, but is also very practical for use in rural
sections where there is no city water supply.
This department has kept up with the growth of our Town for the last 12 years under the
direction of our Fire Chief Philip Hinkley, with the full cooperation of our selectmen and
townspeople.
The present department consists of Chief Philip Hinkley, First Assistant, Edward Ellis,
Second Assistant, Manton Emerson, Clerk, Adelbert Hall, LaForest Colfer, Harold Dyer, Walter
Killam, Frank Weeks, Everett Barry, Albert Millett, Albert Barry, Paul Hunt, Earl Corkum,
Abbott Gowen, Joseph Skeehan, Robert Andrews and Sam Ellis.
CONDITION OF TOWN, FEBRUARY 6,1952
Figures as reported when books closed February 6, 1952
Real Estate, resident
Real Estate, non-resident
Personal Estate, resident
Personal Estate, non-resident
Total amount
Amount tax on same at .064
349 polls at $3.00
Disbursements
State Tax
$7,405.79
County Tax
1,572.34
Education:
Common Schools
School District
High School Tuition

Charaties

Total
$3,200.00

$ 520,895.00
452.820.00
56.760.00
16.180.00
$1,046,655.00
66,985.92
1,047.00

$28,332.94
9.600.00
7.643.00
$45,575.94

MUNICIPAL OFFICERS
The Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers of the Poor of the town from its incorporation
and the number of years they have held these offices, have been: 1852, Alexander S. Chadwick, 3
years, Thomas B. Seavey, 3, Daniel Lancaster, 5; 1854, Samuel Warren, 4; 1855, James Stone, 2,
John Graves; 1856, Hiram B. Colcord, 2; 1857, Thomas L. Crocker; 1858, William S. Grant,
Jerry Hodgdon, 7, Alden Rice, 2; 1859, Joshua Lowell, 2; 1860, Sumner Smiley, Isaiah Stevens,
3; 1861, Philip Lanrabee, 2; 1863, Benjamin F. Sanford, 6, James S. McCausland; 1864, A. B.
Collins, 2; 1865, Joseph C. Atkins; 1866, Addison G. Davis, 4, John Baker, 6; 1868, Andrew B.

McCausland, 2, William Winter, 3; 1870; Samuel E. Marshall, 2; 1871, Sumner B. McCausland,
19, R. S. Neal, 2; 1872, George Wheeler, 9; 1873, John W. Church, 2; 1878, Thomas H. Dow,
Zeri S. Parker, 2; 1879, George H. Seavey, 2; 1880, Carlton Blair, George W. Paul, 2; 1882,
Joseph F. Clement, 3; 1883, Levi M. Lancaster, 4; 1885, Edwin Manson, J. Frank Brookings, 2;
1887, William C. Horn, 4, Andrew E. Cunningham; 1891, Ezra S. Smith, 2; 1891, S. B.
McCausland, 2; John Baker, 2; 1893, Charles E. Deering, 4; 1893, James W. Carter, 4; 1893,
Gilbert Eastman, 4; 1897, 1898, No records; 1899, W. C. Home, 1; A. L. McCausland, 1; G. H.
Seavey, 1; 1900, 1901, No records; 1902, George W. Pawl, 1; 1902, W. C. Home, 1;1902, J. W.
Carter, 1; 1903, No record; 1904, George W. Pawl, 2; Frank Richardson, 2; J. W. Carter, 1; 1905,
E. J. Hodgdon, 1; 1906, F. N. Putnam, 2; E. J. Hodgdon, 1; 1906, J. S. Currier, 2; 1907, J. W.
Carter, 1; 1908, No record; 1909, Ashbury C. Stilphen, 2; J. W. Carter, 1; 1909, William Home,
2; 1910, Frank Lowell, 4; 1911, W. C. Home, 15; 1911, C. E. Arthur, 3; 1914, R. E. Manson, 3;
1914, C. W. Longfellow, 1; 1915, C. E. Arthur, 2; 1917, R. E. Manson, 3; 1917, W. G. Roberts,
2; 1919, W. R. Taylor, 1; 1920, W. J. Goodrich, 2; 1920, H. J. Carter, 6; 1922, F. R. Ames, 4;
1926,1. R. Ames, 14; 1926, George E. Ring, 2; 1926, Harry L. Smith, 2; 1928, Harry L. Smith, 3;
1928, Sidney C. Walter, 3; 1931, Sidney C. Walter, 3; G. Arthur Cunningham, 3; 1934, G. Arthur
Cunningham, 1; 1934, Lester W. Longfellow, 6; 1935, Sidney C. Walter, 5; 1940, Sidney C.
Walter, 1; 1940, Lester Longfellow, 1; 1940, Herber V. Richardson, 1; 1941, Lester Longfellow,
3; 1941, Herber V. Richardson, 1; 1941, Charles E. Arthur, 1; 1942, Charles E. Arthur, 2; 1942,
E. P. Weston, 2; 1944, Charles E. Arthur, 3; 1944, E. P. Weston, 3; 1944, M. G. Parker, 3; 1947,
E. P. Weston, 2; 1947, M. I. Parker, 6; 1947, Clayton E. Smith, 2; 1949, C. E. Smith, 4; Donald
C. Cole, 4.
The Treasurers have been: Joshua Lowell, 7 years; Charles W. McCausland, 1; John
Baker, 9; Charles Trafton, 1; Benjamin U. McCausland, 3; Levi M. Lancaster, 2; Benjamin F.
Sanford, 1; Loring C. Ballard, 1; George Wheeler, 2; James N. Cannon, 1; Ephraim Hatch, 3; A.
C. Stilphen, 10; L. C. Ballard, 1; John H. Burnham, 3; G. H. Seavey, 1; 1900, 1901, No record;
A. E. Lewis, 1; 1903, No record; A. E. Lewis, 1; F. M. Putnam, 1; C. E. Deering, 1; John W.
Williams, 4; F. H. Marshall, 2; Oscar McCausland, 10; J. W. Williams, 1; Oscar McCausland, 2;
Jennie Stevens, 17; Leora W. Stevens, 10.
The Clerks have been: Edmund A. Chadwick, 2 years; George Tarbox, 2; Sumner B.
McCausland, 3; Sumner Smiley, 2; Rev. L. L. Shaw, 1; George Warren, 7; A. B. Collins, 1; John
T. Megrath, 1; A. C. Stilphen, 2; TTiomas S. Paul, 2; George E. Warren, 17; A. C. Stilpls, 1; E. S.
Newell, 1; D. W. Pillsbury, 4; 1900, 1901, No record; G. E. Stevens, 23; Jennie Stevens, 18; Alta
Walter, 2; Elsie Jones, 2; Vivian Hasson, 6.
CLUBS AND ASSOCIATES
THE ART CLUB
This Club was organized on Tuesday evening, October 11, 1904, for the purpose of learning
needlework and other works of Art. The following Farmingdale ladies became members of this
club.
Bertie Moody (Clark), Edna Dowe (Curtis), Gussie Turner (Peterson), Augusta
McCausland, Mae Palmer, Emma True, Alice Lowell (Cannon), Arrie Hooper, Ella Pomeroy,
Georgia James, Marion Farrend (Tuttle), Esther Collins, Alice Wing, Jessie Wing (White),
Maude Morang, Lillian Blair, Nellie Brown (Turner), Leifie McCausland Mrs. Elias Entwistle,
Mrs. Hancock, Mrs. Frank Terrill, Flossie Harriman, Florence Wing, Elizabeth Clement, Stella
Sutherland (Littlefield), Elizabeth Sawyer, Blanch Robbins, Florence Wright, Annie Martin
(Moore).
These are some members from Gardiner, Hallowell and Augusta. In the last 48 years the
members have taken up many kinds of Artwork, held many sales, banquets, and social events.

They are well known for their charity work, their many good deeds, and are a well-established
Club at the present time.
THE GEORGE A. BOWIE JUNIOR CLUB NO. 1
Auxiliary of the George A. Bowie Relief Corps No. 101. The first Junior Club to be
organized in Maine was organized September 11, 1929 by Mrs. Jessie W. White Principal of the
Grant Street School. Girls from 8 to 15 years being eligible.
CHARTER MEMBERS
Katherine Grimes, President; Cathaleen Sargent, Sr. Vice President; Audrey Putnam,
Chaplain; Evelyn Small, Secretary; Ruth Tillson, Treasurer; Gladys Donaghy, Sara Emery,
Margaret Cusick, Charity Tillson, Virginia Vaughan, Dorothy Sargent, Joyce Goldsberg, Virginia
Robbins, Eleanor Hayford, Mary Connors, Eileen Connors, Margaret Partridge, Maxine
Partridge, Betty Turner, Katherine Cusick, Ethelyn Clark, Constance Trask, Beatrice
Hetherington, Anniebelle Jones, Shirley Foster, Muriel Duplisea, Olevia Tillson, Patriotic
Instructor.
Meetings were held once a week, after school at the Town Hall. Mrs. White was elected
Club Director, which office she held until the end of the year, when owing to her school duties,
Mrs. Bertie M. Clark became Director, a position which she held twenty years. During this time,
Mrs. Muriel Houdlette, Mrs. Inez Colby, Mrs. Elizabeth Sawyer and Mrs. Mary Wellman served
separately as Assistant Directors. Their helpful services added much to the success of the Club
and of great help to the Director. During the years 216 girls were initiate several as'they grew
older were graduated into the Relief Corps. The girls were taught the history of the war from
1863-65. The history of the Grand Army and the Woman’s Relief Corps. They attended Church
in a body on Memorial Day Services at the Maine Avenue Cemetery, assisted by the Veterans of
Foreign Wars and celebrated all National holidays. Gave generously of money and labor for all
local calls and drives for funds. They took over the work of supplying new Flags to all school
rooms in town, presenting same with appropriate exercises, and gave some Flags to out of town
schools where needed. Considerable work was done for the Veteran’s home at Togas; they took
an active part in collecting junk for war materials, and a great many tons of scraps was given
credit to them by the Town. They were entertained by Governor and Mrs. Sewall at the
Governor’s Mansion. Visited the State House and the Junior Clubs at Newport, Rumford, Bangor
and Portland. They entertained at a banquet the Junior Club of Newport with their directors. A
field day was held on the lawn at Mrs. Clark’s home with every Club in the State attending.
Games were played on the lawn in the morning, a picnic lunch at noon, after which the local club
demonstrated their ritualistic work at the Town Hall and each visiting Club gave a short program.
These frequent associations of clubs were of much educational value to these young people. The
ritual work was fine and the George A. Bowie Club was nearly perfect in its execution. They
demonstrated their work at Department Conventions in Belfast and Augusta with much credit to
their Club.
During the bond drive in World War II they took an active part selling over five thousand
dollars worth of bonds and stamps. They were presented with a large silk Flag and Staff by the
National Director of Junior Clubs of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, as a reward for selling the most
bonds and stamps of any Club in the United States. Also an award of merit from Washington,
D.C., signed by Henry Morgenthau, Jr., Secretary of the Treasury. Mrs. Clark was presented with
an award for important services to the U. S. Government for her work with these girls.
They were an addition in their snappy national blue capes and caps at all patriotic parades
in this and surrounding towns and cities.
In May 1949 the club met at the new school building and voted to disband. The President
Beth Mosher presided at this meeting with Mrs. White acting as Director. The large flags with

standards and the uniforms and costumes were presented to the school to use as needed. The
articles are housed in a glass closet in the library. The amount of money in the treasury was used
toward purchasing gifts for Veterans at the Togus Hospital.
THE FARMINGDALE FARM BUREAU
The Farmingdale Farm Bureau flourished here in the 1920’s - 1930’s. There were both
branches, men’s and women’s divisions. It was one of the largest in the County. Meetings were
held by the women’s division for all day. Many supper-evening meetings were held, with
speakers, for both divisions. This disbanded and for many years there was none in Farmingdale,
but now we have one again.
Farmingdale Extension Associates, formerly Farmingdale Farm Bureau, was organized in
February 1949, with twelve members, and now numbers nineteen. Their first community project,
in 1949, was the making of stuffed animals, which were given at Christmas to the Children’s
Home of Maine. During 1950 the members made mittens for the Hallowell Benevolent Society.
Mittens and toys were given in 1951, at Christmas-time also, to the same organization. This
active group of women has met every month to exchange ideas and improve their skills in the
various arts of homemaking.
Membership: Mrs. John Caldwell, Mrs. George Cole, Mrs. William Cole, Mrs. Robert
Harlow, Mrs. Wayne Hussey, Mrs. Emery Lord, Mrs. Millard Parker, Mrs. Ralph Rollins, Sr.,
Mrs. C. E. Russell, Mrs. Harvey Valley, Mrs. Shirley Driscoll.
FARMINGDALE FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION
On February 3rd, 1925, the Farmingdale Fire Department decided to form an organization
to be known as the Farmingdale Firemen’s Association and elected George E. Stevens President,
Frank H. Marshall Vice-President and George E. Ring Secretary and Treasurer. The purpose of
this action was to keep the older members of the fire department interested in the activities of the
department long after they would be unable to be active firemen. The other charter members
were: William Horn, Fred Ames, Hiram Carter, Ralph Littlefield, Frank Boudway, Preston
Brann, Herbert Smith, Fred Morgan, Wallace Purnell, Charles Palmer, Edwin Walter, Arthur
Grimes, Herbert Pomeroy, Sidney Walter and William Sawyer.
The Association prospered and for many years had fishing trips, field days, suppers, and
many good times. By working tighter on dances and games they were able to help members and
neighbors when sick or unable to find work. Also to donate to many causes for the benefit of our
community. This Association has fulfilled the dreams of its founders for the last quarter century.
All members wish to congratulate the Town of Farmingdale on their One Hundred Years
of progress and we are proud of our small part of this progress.
LADIES AUXILIARY OF FIRE DEPARTMENT
The Auxiliary of the fire department was started in January 1948; its membership is made
up of the wives of the regular firemen. The purpose of this auxiliary is, to prepare and serve
lunch for the firemen during an emergency fire. The first officers were President Ellen Skehan,
Vice President Viola Ellis, and Secretary and Treasurer Virginia Colfer. At present they are
President Viola Ellis, Vice President Stella Barry and Secretary and Treasurer Audrey Emerson.
Meetings were held once a month, first meetings at the town hall, then it was decided to
meet at the homes of the members. After a short business meeting we enjoyed a social evening
followed by refreshments.

HIGHLIGHTS OF MERRYMEETING CLUB HISTORY
The club was started in the summer of 1926 at a social afternoon gathering of a few
friends at the home of Lefia McCausland, 174 Maine Avenue. It was such a pleasant occasion
that Alice Wing invited them to come to her home the following week. After a few of these
weekly gatherings, it was suggested that “a club be formed”. Flora Jones is credited with naming
the society “The Merrymeeting Club.” Officers were chosen: President Lefia McCausland, Vice
President Blanche Brann, Secretary Alta Walter, Treasurer Mae Palmer.
The meetings have been held on Thursdays almost without change. Many activities were
taken on besides the social side. For some time the meetings were held in the afternoons, and the
ladies busied themselves with crocheting, social and charitable activities.
Lewis Tyler Jr., better known as “Teddy”, attended the first meeting of the Club, Betina
Tyler when five days old was sponsored as a Club member and her dues paid for five years by her
grandmother, Mrs. Mae Palmer, who also brought to meetings Irene Manson. Kenneth Mank,
Franklin Tyler, Leon Wing, Jr., Philip Wright and Ruth Walters were regular attendants, rolled
around on the floors, or dutifully sat in their high chairs, each adding more or less to the interest
of the meetings.
Large sums of money were raised and generously spent for flowers, cards, fruit and gifts
to shut-ins and charities. As a sample, $20.06 was taken at a lawn party, $95.90 at card parties,
and $20.20 for quilts made, $50.00 was given to the Cemetery fund, $46.00 to the Gardiner
General Hospital, $359.00 to Charities, $15.00 for piano fund, $33.00 for Public Health drives,
$185.00 for Red Cross, $5.00 for Flood relief, $10.00 for Cancer drive, $10.00 for War
Memorial, and funds to the March of Dimes and other numerous demands have been cheerfully
donated. Holiday dinners have been sent out yearly where they have been much appreciated.
This club could be called “A Mother and Daughter Club.” One family has had four
generations as members. Some mothers with three daughters and twenty mothers with one or
more daughters are Club members. One member has had two daughters, three grand daughters
and one great grand daughter, all members. Death has taken a toll of twenty members. Many of
the older members are not able to get out very often and we miss their smiling faces and wise
council. Cora Glidden, who was president for 5 years, is now living in Montana.
Some of the well remembered gala days have been all day outings with Avis Ames at her
cottage on Pleasant Pond; at Sophie Tozier’s summer cottage at Farr’s Cove, Cobbosseecontee
Lake; with Helen Brooks at her cottage on Pleasant Pong; several outings with Muriel Houdlette
at her home in Whitefield, and many picnics on the hilltop at Ethel Houdlett’s farm. Originally
the meetings were held each week, but more recent years one social meeting and one supper are
held monthly. In all 98 members have been listed and the present membership is approximately
59.
The roll of the Menymeeting Club reads as follows: Lefia McCausland, Blanche Brann,
Alta Walter, Mae Palmer, Avis Ames, Laura Sawyer, Florence Wright, Carrie Fuller Ames, Ella
Pomeroy, Sophia Tozier, Jennie Stevens, Flora Jones, Alice Wing, Eliona Morgan, Lura Tyler,
Beatrice Sargent, Bessie Small. Helen Brooks, Della Williams, Augusta McCaulsand, Bertie
Clark, Doris Hooper, Arrie Hooper, Mary Creamer, Gladys Mank, Beatrice Clary, Adelena
Treworgy, Eva Foster, Jessie White, Sarah Purnell, Delphine Lane, Eucena Lowell, Marion
McCubrey, Clarice Moore, Christina Richardson, Myrtle Richardson, Ezelda Stonier, Hortense
Messenger, Jennie Webber, Ruth Walter Killiam, Louise Waller, Harriet Libby, Harriet Besaw.
Julia Brown, Mary Donagy, Ruby Harriman, Alice Hinkley, Ruth Hinkley, Margaret Mealey,
Margaret Hickey, Mary Johnson, Dorothy Jones, Bessie Killam, Mary Kidder, Angie Looke, Ann
Merry, Georgina Malaney, Elta Messenger, Betty Small, Virginia Sprague, Leora Stevens,
Francina Lewis, Selia Trask, Ina Peabody, Nora Ludwig, Myrtle Hodgdon, Theresa Ballard,
Elizabeth Marshall, Josephine Marshall, Ethel Gowan, Dallas Beedle, Nora Clark, Sadie Jewett,
Ethel Jones Luce, Emily McGrath, Lottie Emerson, Margie Noyes, Annie Philbrook, Ethel

Houdlette, Sarah Bailey, Julia Bemis, Mildred Astle, Cora Glidden, Muriel Houdlette, Irene Hall,
Beryl Hooper, Elsie Jones, Helen Kendall, Mildred Levensalor, Laura Taylor, Constance Wing,
Blanche Williams, Marguerite Waller, Lillian Whitmore, Lottie Weston, Winnie Wike, Edna
Brooks, Ada Hiscock, Arlene Mank, Constance Hart, Gertrude Trundy.
The following have served as Presidents: Lefia McCausland 1, Blanche Brann 3, Jennie
Stevens 2, Beatrice Sargent 2, Bessie Small 3, Dallas Beedle 3, Elsie Jones 3, Irene Hall 1, Ethel
Gowan 1, Dlephine Lane 1, Cora Glidden 5, Lillian Whitmore 1, Mary Johnson 2, Louise Waller
present.
Vice Presidents: Blanche Brann 2, Avis Ames 2, Jennie Stevens 1, Alta Walter 2, Bessie
Small 1, Ethel Gowan4, Gladys Mank 6, Myrtle Richardson 1, Cora Glidden 1, Helen Kendall 2,
Beatrice Sargent 3, Elsie Jones 1, Josephine Marshall 1, Selina Trask present.
Secretary: Alta Walter 1, Jennie Stevens 3, Gladys Mank 1, Arrie Hooper 7, Beatrice
Sargent 2, Beryl Hooper 1, Irene Hall 3, Bessie Small 1, Betty Small 1, Harriet Besaw 2, Ann
Merry 2, Myrtle Richardson 1, Elsie Jones 1.
Treasurers: Mae Palmer 1, Laura Sawyer 1, Beatrice Sargent 2, Jessie White 11, Alta
Walter 2, Bertie Clark 3, Elsie Jones 2, Mary Johnson 2, Ruby Harriman 2, Josephine Marshall
present.
FARMINGDALE PARENTS’ CLUB
Not long after Mrs. Jessie White became principal of Grant Street School she thought it
would be a good idea to have some kind of an organization to bring the teachers and parents in
closer contact.
Mrs. White knew what was being done in Augusta in the Smith School along this line so,
Mrs. Ruby Gilman Hawes, president of the Mothers’ Club in that school was invited to come
down and tell us about the work and aims of the Club.
On January 18, 1926, Mrs. Hawes came to Grant Street School and gave a very pleasing
and instructive talk on the aims and work of her Club. She brought a copy of the “Mothers
Creed” and song, “Our Children”, which they were using at Smith School. It was decided to form
a Mothers’ Club at Grant Street School and a nominating committee brought in the following list
of officers, which were elected for the year.
Mrs. Jessie W. White President, Mrs. Mabel Arthur Vice-President, Mrs. Llewellyn
Colomy Secretary, Mrs. Arthur Foster Treasurer, Mrs. Amos Jones Sick Committee.
The Creed and Song were adopted for use in our Club and are still used. The objects of
the Club were social and advancement to help needy children, cooperation between parents and
teachers. For a time the meetings were held at the close of school in the afternoon. Later it was
thought better to have evening meetings, as many of the mothers worked away from home and
could not attend. The first regular meeting of the Mothers’ Club was held February 3, 1926. At
this time it was voted to change the name of the Sick Committee to that of Sunshine Committee.
The following articles were also voted upon and accepted. Each member should pay
dues of twenty-five cents per year. That there should be two kinds of members, namely, active
and honorary. The regular meeting night should be on the first Wednesday of the month. The
Club would pay for the services of a physician for needy families who were unable to do so
themselves. During the year meetings were held each month and various activities were carried
on to raise money for the work of the Club. Milk was purchased for undernourished children, aid
given needy families. Many pleasing speakers were heard and fine programs were presented, the
mothers acting as Chairmen. In 1927 it was decided to have a Fathers’ Night with a father acting
as Chairman for that meeting. He was to furnish a speaker and entertainment.
This became a regular feature of the Club and was done each year until 1942 when
people were so busy with defense work that it was difficult to get together.

The club had helped buy equipment for serving hot cocoa to the pupils who had to bring
their lunch and to heat food, which the children brought.
A victrola was purchased for the lower grade rooms. Dishes were bought and some
donated, a sink with water was installed and a gas stove was donated by a former pupil.
Cupboards were built for the dishes and curtains were placed at the windows making it quite
attractive. Hot cocoa was prepared and served for the remainder of the time spent at Grant Street.
In 1944 it was thought best to change the name of the Club because many of the fathers
had become interested but felt, due to the name, that they were not supposed to come to the
meetings. Several names were proposed and that of “Parents Club” was selected.
The needs of the school increased and ways of raising money were considered. It was
thought to have some one thing that would bring in enough money to supply the needs of the club
for the year, rather than many small affairs during all the year. Thus the Annual Community Fair
became our yearly feature.
The Fair was held two nights, in the Town Hall. Fancy work, cooked food, “grabs”, and
various other attractions made it a great success.
A mother has usually been chosen for a general chairman of the fair committee, though
not always. They serve for two years. Our first chairman was Mrs. Grafton Hooper who served
as same in 1936 and 37.
From the proceeds of this fair it was made possible to have a telephone installed in the
school and to purchase a set of reference books, which were needed.
During the years the money donated to the Dr. Grenfel Association, American Red Cross,
Gardiner Public Health Association, Gardiner Hospital and families in need of aid. We have
sponsored the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Brownies and Cub Scouts. This year, beside the fair, a
minstrel show and supper have been held. A projector has been purchased and playground
equipment and the gym windows screened on the outside.
Much good has been accomplished through the years and we hope to continue to do so in
the years ahead. Much credit is due the officers, teachers, and parents in making The Parents
Club a successful organization.
THE NATIONAL WOMAN’S RELIEF CORPS
The Grand Army of the Republic organized at the close of the Civil war, to promote the
principles of Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, had been doing its utmost to aid their unfortunate
comrades, but they were small in numbers and had no source of replenishment for the drain upon
their treasury. It was then the need of an Auxiliary was realized and a movement was started in
1878-79 to unite all the loyal woman’s societies, but it was not until the Grand Army Convention
in Denver, Colorado, July 26, 1883, that all arrangement were completed and it was resolved to
accept these Loyal Women, under the name of National Woman’s Relief Corps, Auxiliary to the
Grand Army of Republic. At once National Woman’s Relief Corps sprang up all over the United
States and millions of dollars are raised every year for their work.
The George A. Bowie Relief Corps Number 101 Department of Maine was organized at
the Farmingdale Town Hall, December 19, 1921, and named for George A. Bowie one of the
heroes of the War Between the States.
The Charter Members being: Harriet Bowie, (widow of George A. Bowie), Bertie Moody
Clark, President; Josephine Marshall, Secretary; Elizabeth Clement, Treasurer; Lizzie Marshall,
Stella Greenleaf, Myrtle Marriner, Beatrice Clary, Victoria Tyler, Lucille Tozier, Annie Tyler,
Madeline Marshall, Inez Colby, Mary King, Gertrude E. Heath M.D., Emily Taylor, Sophia
Tozier, Cinderella Messenger, Etta Harriman, Lucinda Crocker, Georgia Clark, Elta Messenger,
Annie Hutchins, Eliona Morgan, Myrtle Sweetland, Alice Clary.
Meetings were held weekly for many years at the Town Hall. The chief object of the
society was to promote patriotism and Civic Welfare. At once leaflets of “The Flag Salute” and

“The American Creed” were placed in every schoolroom in town, also a silk Flag and holder.
Flags and patriotic literature have been placed in many schools in Gardiner, Pittston and
Whitefield.
In the course of time large out of door Flags have been presented to the Grant Street,
North Street and Bruns Schools with Flag raisings and appropriate exercises. Three large Flags
have been given to the Grant Street School as the old ones wore out. A large Flag was presented
to the Town for display on the Town Hall, a public Flag raising was held with the Farmingdale
band furnishing music. For several years the Corps paid a man to put this Flag out and take it in
daily. When the State Road was built on Maine Avenue the Corps paid for putting the water into
the Townhouse, finishing off the two anterooms, had screens made for all windows and new
shades for same, installed a sink and cupboards. They contributed generously to all Town
projects and drives for money. $135.00 was given for one drive for funds to the Gardiner hospital
and for several years a stand of plants and flowers were kept fresh at the hospital, the same being
in charge of their hospital chairman, Mrs. William Niverson, Christmas, Thanksgiving and
Sunshine baskets were sent out yearly, with gifts to Department and National organizations. A
great deal of work has been done for the pleasure of the Veterans at Togus. The Corps was
instrumental in securing a $750.00 piano, an amplifier and many records and other gifts for the
Veterans home. After 31 years of service the National Woman’s Relief Corps are still carrying
on their Patriotic work, many patriotic leaflets are yearly given to schools to perpetuate the ideals
of the American way of life, that the people of America may never be in doubt of what Union
Veterans of the Civil War has meant to the United States.
CUB SCOUTS TROOP 117
The Cub Scout troop 117, which included boys between the ages of nine and twelve, was
first organized in 1947 and was sponsored by the Parents Club. This troop was divided up into
several dens each having a Den mother. They met once a week at various homes and at times all
together, and with their fathers also. The purpose of this Club troop was to bring father and son
in closer relationship and under standing and also to prepare the boys for Boy Scouts when
reaching the proper age. This club operated for a year and then dissolved.
The members were William Cole, John Andrews, Freeman Littlefield, Leigh Smith,
Kenneth Douglas, Andy Newbert, James Leavitt, James Andrews, Ronald Ellis, John du Pont and
Harold Dyer.
BOY SCOUTS
There seemed to be quite a Boy Scout movement in Maine in the year 1938. Gardiner
was organizing Church troops. Interested parents and Mrs. Jessie White, principal of Grant Street
School, saw the possibilities of a local troop. In order to have a troop, it needed a sponsor. A
Citizen’s Community Club was formed for many projects and this group agreed to stand back of a
Scout Troop. Allen Clark, Lewis Shaeffer, Harold Harriman, Millard Mank, and Percy Bailey,
were appointed troop committeemen and with the Area Commissioner Willis Furtwengler started
the wheels moving.
Mrs. White sent names of all twelve or nearly twelve-year boys for applications. Charles
E. Arthur, of this town with ten years of Scouting was appointed the Scoutmaster. The
Committeemen and Scoutmaster attended very diligently a scouting school to learn the standards
and merits of good Scouting. Walter Bailey, of Gardiner, was appointed Assistant Scoutmaster
and his leadership and ability was instilled into the hearts of the young members. Carl Gardiner,
and eagle scout in rank was later appointed as second assistant scoutmaster because the troop was
gaining weekly in membership.

Farmingdale Troop No. 177 was given its first Scout Charter on February 28, 1938. The
Sponsors gave them a troop and National Flag.
The parents of the scouts put on suppers for the troop and they were always in good
financial condition. Much credit should be given to the original committeemen. Transportation
and assistance were always available from these men. The Town Hall was the Troop meeting
place. In 1939 the town deeded a small house and five acres of land to the Troop. This gave the
Troop a meeting place outside of town. Here they could demonstrate their outdoor craftsmanship.
The Troop won their share of ribbons at local Jamborees. They came back with an “A”
rating at their first State Camporee at Camp Keys in Augusta. They received this good rating at
all State Camporees yearly. The Troop made a log cabin 8 feet x 10 feet for the State Camporee
at South Paris. This was on exhibition. It could be assembled in seven minutes and was so
demonstrated. It served as Officers Headquarters. The Troop had many outings, both weekly and
overnight at Harriman’s camp at Lake Cobbosseecontee. The boys learned boating and how to
swim. The boys became adapted to woods craft. Some boys were adapted to music than
camping or other scout projects and teachings but all boys joined in what they had to do.
The Scoutmaster and Committeeman Millard Mank took the boys to Camp Hinds at
Raymond, Maine for a weekend trip. Snowstorms were a problem that weekend. One Scout cut
his leg by an axe, but another scout performed marvelous first aid. These points are brought out
because the boys knew responsibility and what to do because scouting showed them how. The
boys had their respective Patrol leaders and received their instructions from them. The
Scoutmaster just tried to be the guiding hand and be there when needed.
The Troop spent ten days at Millinocket Lake and on the top of Mt. Kathadin. One day,
the boys climbed Mt. Kathadin as a troop. On the tri to Millinocket Lake the troop brought food
and equipment for the whole trip. Made blueberry muffins from the berries that were picked off
the slopes of the mountain. This trip was the true test of their scout craft. They went here, not
knowing where they were going to camp. The boys loaded their canoes and boats and scouted the
shores for a good spot. After finding their camping place they ran up their stay, they took down
their tents, packed their equipment, cleaned up the spot, and left by boats for the village across the
lake in the night. This again showed the skill of a good scout. It was a happy and wonderful trip
for soon most all the older boys that started with the original troop would be called to Military
duty. Three to five years of Scouting had given them confidence. Wilfred Harriman was a
councilor and guide on this trip, and as well as on many others.
Troop No. 177 was a great help in the success of Civilian Defense in our Town during
World War II. They served as messengers and Air Raid Wardens. They had many scrap drives.
They helped in collecting metal and paper. They picked up nearly half a million pounds of scrap.
They helped raise $500.00.
When the Community Club disbanded after two years of sponsorship, the Farmingdale
Firemen Association served as sponsors. Lewis Tyler, Donald Nowell and Edward P. Weston
served as Committeemen. In later years the Mother’s Club and Parents Club served as sponsors.
When all the original members of the Troop except one member, because of ill health,
enlisted in the Military service of all branches the troop was hard to keep going. The strength and
heart of the troop was gone. It lacked the leadership and the experience of these boys. In years
after the war they came back and helped to build it back up again. Charles Arthur resigned as
scoutmaster after eight years. Edward Besaw and Ronald Whittier served as Scoutmasters.
Of its original members, only one lost his life for his country, Eugene Stonier. He had
served as a Patrol Leader.
Farmingdale should be proud of its youth and again pick up the reins of Scouting. The
Town needs the youth and the Boy Scout Movement can help raise their standards of living. Its
standards are high and history has proven its reward.

SOME NOTES FROM TROOP NO. 177 DIARY
First Scribe, Robert Crabb; Senior Patrol Leader, George E. Jones, III; Best Cake maker,
Mrs. Percy Bailey; Nearest Tragedy, Albert Giberson, drowning; Shortest Scout, Leslie
McDonald; Tallest Scouts, George Jones and Forrest Lovejoy; Stoutest, Robert Bailey.
CHARTER MEMBERS
George Jones in, Lewis Tyler, Jr., Harold Colby, Eugene Stonier, Harry Stonier, Jr.,
Herman Killam, Forrest Lovejoy, Robert Bailey, Leslie McDonald, Howard W. Betts, Richard
McDonald, Robert McDonald, George Weeks, Robert Crabb, Kenneth Mank, Franklin Tyler,
Emest Thulen, Richard Giberson, Albert Giberson, Raymond Giberson, Leon Wing, Jr., and
Luman Sheppard.
BROWNIE SCOUT TROOP 11
The Brownie Scout troop 11, which included girls between the ages of seven and ten, was
first organized in Farmingdale in 1949 and sponsored by the Parents club. The leader for the first
year was Mrs. Mildred Whittle, and assistant, Mrs. Gwen Newbert. The second year Mrs. Lilly
Ford was leader, and Mrs. Newbert assistant. The third and present year Mrs. Wilma McCurdy is
leader and Mrs. Louise Skidmore assistant. The meet Monday afternoon directly after school in
Room 8 at the schoolhouse. This organization prepares the girls for Girl Scouts when they reach
the age of eleven. The present members are Noel Benoit, Linda Colfer, Cathy Connors, Faye
Davis, Annette Dill, Donna Howard, Loraine Merry, Nancy Newbert, Linda Rhoades, Sylvia
Weeks, Karen Mathews, Barbara Colfer, Beverly Howard, Grace Curran and Elaine Buzzell.
GIRL SCOUT TROOP 37
The first Girl Scout troop in Farmingdale was organized in October 1951 and sponsored
by the Parents Club. Mrs. Ruth Mitchell is the leader of the troop and Mrs. Gwen Newbert is
assistant leader. This club meets Thursday afternoon directly after school in Room 8.
Although organized but several months this troop is progressing rapidly in good work
and activity under good leaders.
The members are: Charlotte Greenleaf, Roxanna Dyer, Marilon Hasselbrock, Diane
Douglas, Sherrill Turcott, Susie Carter, Judith Whittle, Daisy Worster, Sherrill Pierce, Carol
Ebeling, Sandra Hasselbrock, and Janice Weeks.
ANECDOTES
Dr. Alanson Shuman acquired considerable fame as a poet and “his prose writings were
also marked by grace of diction and fine literary insight.”
We were first joined with West Gardiner as class towns for representation in Legislature.
Later Farmingdale, West Gardiner and Pittston were class towns, now Chelsea and Farmingdale
are combined. Our first representatives were Daniel Lancaster 1856; Gideon McCausland 1863;
Reuben S. Neal 1873; David Wing 1879; Levi M. Lancaster 1885-6; Elisha S. Newell 1891-2; In
1868-1869 John Wheeler of Farmingdale was appointed, to fill vacancy, as County Treasurer.
A brilliant writer of sea letters was Capt. John H. Drew. He was well and delightfully
known to readers of the Boston Journal as “Kennebecker.” He died in 1891
Parker Sheldon was Mayor of Gardiner in 1852 and he lived in the house now owned by
John Lane. One April morning in 1852 he awakened to find himself a resident of the Town of
Farmingdale.

One time a Farmingdale girl was engaged to a young man for seven years but true love
did not run smoothly for them so she gave him back his ring. During a part of the nest few years
it was worn by another young lady. But after fourteen years he had it back again. So lady
number one, no longer so young, wore it again for seven more years. Then her mother announced
there would be a quiet wedding to be followed by a grand reception. Beautiful wedding clothes
were ready and waiting. Suddenly the whole family of the bride-to-be left for Boston. The
prospective bridegroom followed soon after and met his intended and they eloped and were
married, and returned to Farmingdale to live. They spent much of the time which was left to
them traveling over the world.
Dr. Gertrude Heath, who was a specialist in throat, nose and eye treatment, had another
side, which was enjoyed by many people. She was a writer of some delightful children’s verse.
She also wrote the well known song “Fling Out the Flag O’ Children.”
The Maine Central Railroad Co. laid a single track through this town in the late 1850’s
and the second track was laid in 1890. There were waiting shelters built at the food of Northern
Avenue and near the Town Landing. These stations were used by townsmen who patronized the
“Dummy” train. This was an accommodation train, which stopped several times a day to pick up
and drop the folks who worked in other towns.
The Augusta, Hallowell and Gardiner Street Railway Co. laid their street railway line in
1890. This line which later reached to Waterville, Togus and Lewiston was taken up in early 30’s
and replaced by Maine Central Railway Co. busses.
In 1818 Moses Springer, Jr. compiled the first issue of the now famous Maine Farmers’
Almanac and continued it for four years. It then passed into the hands of Daniel Robinson of
West Gardiner.
Maine Avenue was the first road laid out in town. Maple Street, formerly known as the
Loudon Hill Road, was the second. Originally, it is stated, it extended from near the present site
of Cross’ Greenhouses in a generally westerly direction to the Outlet of Cobbosseecontee Lake.
Later the easterly section from Maine Avenue to the Susan Shaw Place was discontinued
and changed to intersect Maine Avenue at its present location. The Litchfield Road is said to
have been built in the late 1700’s uniting Hallowell and West Gardiner. At the Farmingdale-West
Gardiner there is a rough stone marker with the letter “G” on one side and “H” on the other. On
the “H” side is the date 1771 and on the “G” side the letter B. At about the time the section of
Maple Street west of its intersection with the Litchfield Road was discontinued, the Bog Farm
Road, as it is now know, was built. Nearly all the farms on these east-west bound roads were laid
out one half mile north or south from the road.
In 1800, records show there were 117 persons living on Bowman’s Point. The population
now is 1449.
We find that in most reforms there is a “power behind the throne” which starts the ball
rolling. Here is the real start of Farmingdale: One day Mrs. Alexander Chadwick came home
from down town so angry at the state of the walks in this part of town that she told her husband
that it should be set off. She talked, here husband sat and smoked and said nothing. He thought
and thought and then acted. He thought out many plans and worked to put them through.
Capt. Abram Rich, who had built an attractive home, comparatively plain, had planted a
long row of maple trees each side of the road, above and below his house. It was beautiful and a
job to all passersby. The telegraph linemen were infuriating to tree owners for they slashed and
mutilated the trees unnecessarily, and were insolent besides. But when they were about to start
on these maples “Cap’n Abe” sent a son racing down to the icehouse while he argued and kept
the linemen from starting. Up over the hill, along the little readjust south of “Overlook”, rushed
the throng of ice workers, armed with picks and poles. They were delighted at the prospect of a
row. Linemen looked and left. The trees were saved until after Capt. Rich’s death. Then there
was no one to protect them. West of the Chadwick and Bubar lots is a clay deposit, which is part

of the Arctic glacial deposit. It is on high land. It is soft, a true violet color and smells strongly
of the sea. In a pocket nine feet below the surface were found an Artie shell, also scallop shells.
In 1873, Capt. Meady purchased a bible for which he paid fifty dollars. The book had
this inscription - “Purchased in London by Capt. F. Meady of Farmingdale, Maine and presented
to the Methodist Episcopal Church of Gardiner, Maine, June 15,1873.”
It was William S. Grant who suggested the beautiful name Farmingdale for our town.
The 77th birthday of Farmingdale was celebrated on April 10, 1929 with a gala evening at
the Town Hall. At that time three people who were bom here when we were still a part of
Gardiner and had lived here continuously since, were present, namely: Miss Hannah Seavey 89,
Theresa Ballard 87, and Oscar McCausland 82.
Miss Rose Adelle Gilpatrick o f Hallowell, who was bom in Farmingdale and is a direct
descendant of Capt. William Springer, presented and historical address. Dr. Gertrude E. Heath
wrote a poem especially for the occasion.
Margaret Cusick, a pupil of the 8th grade in the Grant Street School and Hebert Fuller a
6* grade pupil read prize winning historical essays and were presented, respectively, with copies
of “The Maine Book” by H. E. Dunnack and “Maine My State” by the Maine Writers Research
Club.
Bernard Robbins, a direct descendant of one of the pioneer families, as “Young
Farmingdale”, gave a recitation preliminary to the historical part of the program.
The school children sang a song entitled “Farmingdale” which was written by Earl
Howard, an 8th grade pupil. The younger children had a pretty part in the program in the
presentation of a sketch entitled “The Doll Shop.” The participants were Geralding McGrail,
Gwendolyn Eastman, Mary Looke, Harold Hamlin, Dorothy Firlotte, Leon Wing, Jr., Ruth Small,
Frederick Tilson, David Nivison, Margaret Church, Richard Cressey, Richard Hooper, Ernest
Thulen, Katherine Taylor, Marion Taylor, Ruth Walter, Marie Turner, Robert Goldberg and
Richard Peacock.
An original reading, “A Tribute to My Childhood Home”, was given by Mrs. Lottie
Hamilton by a daughter of Farmingdale and a direct descendant of one of the early residents of
Bowman’s Point.
This celebration was put on by the Mothers’ Club. Mrs. Helen Eastman was chairman of
the committee and other members were Miss Sara Bailey and Mrs. Elbert Hayford, Miss Helen
Gosline and Mrs. Ethel Houdlette, Miss Myrtle Hodgdon and Mrs. Jessie White were the
historians.
At one time George Seavey operated a glue shop. A bark mill was also operated. Both
of these shops were near the upper part of Maine Avenue.
The line between Gardiner and Farmingdale was located where it is now because Dr.
Theobold, who occupied the former Mayor Lamb house, did not wish to be set off from Gardiner.
The first house coming north from Gardiner was built by Capt. Staples and was sold by
his widow in 1829 to Captain Bowman. Later it was owned by Captain Steven Meady. After
Captain Meady’s death his widow, who had traveled over the seven seas with her husband, had a
life-sized monument of him erected in the Randolph Cemetery with life-sized carvings of other
members of his family on the sides. The monument is still standing. This house is now owned
by De Mars.
One of the oldest homes in town is that which was formerly known as the Marshall
homestead on Maine Avenue, now owned and occupied by Wesley H. Reynolds and family. It
was built in 1805 by Enoch Marshall, son of David Marshall and Anna Stevens Elwell of
Ipswich, Mass. Mrs. Anna Stevens Elwell Marshall with her two sons and daughter came to this
town June 22, 1800. The house remained in the Marshall family from 1805 until 1945. Enoch
Marshall’s son, Samuel; grandsons, Frank H. and Harry; and great-grandsons, Ralph and Ray F.
were bom in the Marshall house, also Josephine B. Marshall and Madeline E. Marshall (Barnard)

and John E. Barnard (Hamlin). Ralph, Josephine, Ray and Madeline were children of Mr. and
Mrs. Frank H. Marshall.
The home has been located in Hallowell and Gardiner and was located in Massachusetts
until 1820. There are only three large rooms and hall on the first floor and years ago a dance hall
was on the second floor where many pleasant and happy gatherings took place. In this house
where four generations have lived, the only wedding being solemnized in the house was th'at of
Madeline Emma Marshall, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank H. Marshall, to John Hopkins Barnard
of September 22,1924.
The Pine Tree Stock Farm was owned at one time by Mr. Libby who trained many wellknown racehorses. In 1909 Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Donaghy came from Aroostook County and
purchased this large farm and ran it very successfully for nearly forty years. It is now owned and
run by Mr. Gorey.
A story passed down by the early settlers says that when the Methodist Church in
Gardiner was being framed and ready to be raised the builders said the carpenters must have
“grog” to stimulate them at the “raising.” One of the shipbuilders at Bowman’s Point said there
was no need of it. A dispute arose, and the master-workmen of the yard took his crew down and
raised the meetinghouse frame without grog.
The beautiful estate now owned by Mr. and Mrs. James Mosher was occupied for many
years by Isaac J. Carr, a banker in Gardiner. This has always been a lovely place with its
beautiful trees and the brook flowing through it. Mr. Carr was a kindly man and allowed the
neighborhood children the run of his place. William Grant built this house before the Civil War.
Mr. Carr’s aged mother who lived with him said, “It’s a pretty world. I’d like to live a little
longer.” She had been bedridden for years when she said this. His sisters Miss Carr and Mrs.
Armstrong lived there until they died. Mrs. Armstrong’s older daughter wrote charming fiction
under the pen name of Patience Stapleton. The younger daughter became famous as an Opera
singer under the name Mdle. Avigliana.
The home of Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Beedle, sons Norman and Wayne on Bowman Street
was part of the Grant farm. It was sold to Addison Davis whose earlier ancestors lived here. Mr.
Davis died about 1880 and the farm was sold to Frank and George Richardson. George died after
a few years and the mother came to live here. In the late 90’s they built the home now occupied
by Mrs. Frank White.
The next house east now called the Lowell Farm was moved about 150 years ago from
about a mile farther west. Thomas Lord and his sister Nellie; Howard Webber and his sister Mrs.
Lydia Thompson lived there later. Mr. and Mrs. David A. Wing moved there in 1881 and lived
there forty-four years. This was the birthplace of their children Laura G.; Jessie A. (White); and
Leon A.
The next house is now the home of Mr. and Mrs. Amos Jones who came there about
1902. Their children were Ethel (Luce) and Stanley. This house was occupied for many years by
George and Margaret Cummings. He was a ‘49er. Their children were Susan (Russell); Georgia
(Willis); Carolyn (Willis); Nellie (Payne) and John. They all settled in Massachusetts except
Susan. Her family was pioneer homesteaders in the Dakotas.
Next is the home of Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Brann (Stella Richardson). Mr. Brann has lived
on Bowman Street longer than any other resident there now. Mr. and Mrs. James Brann (Mrs.
Nancy Dow) and their children Annavieve Dow (Webb); Wallace; Olive (Mrs. Arthur Douglas)
and Lewis lived there for many years. The mother of Miss Rose Adelle Gilpatrick was bom in
this house.
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Beedle (the former Mrs. Sarah Heath) lived next to the Paul house
with their sons Chester Heath and Ray Earl.
The Cox house was the home of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Cox and daughters Helen and Sarah
(Loring) Perry. Where the Athertons live was the home of Thomas Paul, son Langdon and
daughter Ellen (m. Lloyd Rous).

Many new homes have been built on Bowman Street in the past few years. Wonder what
old time Bowman Pointers would think of this busy modem street now!
The upper part of Grant Street was settled by people who were all close relatives,
Harrimans, Branns and Cunninghams. We find the brothers Preston and Lewis living in the
Whitney house just west of Grant Street. Mr. and Mrs. Fred J. Brann lived in a house built on the
site of the earlier Brann home. Mr. and Mrs. Charles Stonier; Chester and Harold Pomeroy; Mr.
and Mrs. Charles Looke, son Franklin and daughters Dorothy and Betty Jane and Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Looke and son Robert; Mr. and Mrs. Millard Mank now live in houses which were
formerly homes of Harrimans, Branns and Cunninghams.
Henry McCausland came to Gardiner with Dr. Sylvester Gardiner’s party in 1760 and the
next spring moved onto land, which is now in Farmingdale. He married Elizabeth Wyman. They
were the ancestors of Benjamin U; Alfred B.; James S.; Albert; Laura A. (m. William Hodgdon)
parents of Lee and Myrtle. Myrtle worked in the Fish and Game Department at the State House
in 1896 and became chief clerk and was there for forty years. She had a beautiful character and
will be remembered for many years; Oscar (m. 1st Lizzie Jack, 2nd Augusta Moody). His son was
Ralph E. and his stepdaughter Bertie Moody (m. Allen Clark). He was town treasurer 10 years,
tax collector 14 years, member school board 6 years; Melvina (m. Lewis Parkhurst); Margaret (m.
Joseph Noyes) Clara (m. Stanley) Sarah J. (m. Arthur Jewett); James M.; Clarence Elmer (m.
Mae Side). Dr. Fred Robbins’ son Willis (m. Blanche More) and children Bernard and daughter
Virginia (m. Leforest Colfer) and their children Linda and Barbara are direct descendents of
Henry McCausland.
Overlook Lodge operated by Mrs. Frances Wight was built by a son of Captain Abram
Rich.
Around 1885 several men and women from Ireland and England came to Farmingdale
and settled on Northern Avenue where the descendants o f most of them still live. Michael
Orman; Thomas Connors; Thomas and John Pender; Thomas Clary; Patrick Baron; Daniel
Brown; Michael Hickey; Dennis Welsh; Patrick Hickey; Edmond McGrath; James Stonier;
Michael Cusick; Thomas Cassian and William Dolan. Mr. Patrick Hickey still lives in his home
on Northern Avenue. Their first thought on arriving here was to obtain a job and a home, then
they sent back for wives and sweethearts to join them.
The house on the south comer of Sheldon Street was built between 1840-45 by James and
John Stone and was occupied by them and their descendants for many years. Their
granddaughter Delia Swain (Mrs. Arthur Strout) and Abby Stone grew up here. Miss Stone is a
successful Art Teacher in New York State. This property is now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Donald
Cole, children Norman, William and Sandra. Other families living in this large house are; Mr.
and Mrs. Norman Littlefield and son Freeman; Mrs. Viola Worster, daughters Joyce and Daisy
and Mr. and Mrs. John McKay and family.
Uriah Stone built and lived in the house now owned by Mr. and Mrs. John Donaghy and
daughter Beatrice. When Mr. Stone built this house he spared no expense. The fireplaces are
built of marble brought from Italy and Switzerland. There are slate roofs and slate sides of the
roof. Beautiful hardwood finish is throughout the house.
The house now occupied by Mrs. Mabel Arche was built by her grandfather Samuel
Seavey. Her father George Seavey was bom there, as was Mrs. Arche. In 1888 George Seavey
built the house across the street and moved there with his family. This house is now owned and
occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Clayton E. Smith and four sons.
The house now owned and occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Ira Waller and daughters
Marguerite was built by a Mr. Jewett. D. C. Shepard and family occupied it in the early days.
Later it was the home of Elisha S. Newell and family Alice, Annie (Evans), Edith (Mrs. Ralph
Manson) and sons Angevine “Dud” and George. Elder Newell was a resident licensed preacher
of the Advent Church of Gardiner for some years after 1891. Meetings then were held at the
North Street schoolhouse. Mr. and Mrs. Peter Houlihan, who lived here for several years made

extensive alterations to the house. David A Wing, daughter Jessie (White) and grandson Leon A.
Wing, Jr. lived here twenty years (1926-1946).
No Farmingdale history would be complete without mention of Fred and Eliona Morgan.
He was representative to Legislature, a Democratic leader, janitor of Grant Street School for
twenty years. In his early life he was a superintendent of Farmingdale boom. Mr. and Mrs.
Morgan passed away just before their 65* wedding anniversary. They were in the late 80’s.
Their only child Lottie died in 1896.
There was a large house at the end of Bowman Point often referred to as “The Boarding
House” in old records. This house was for many years the home of Elbridge Whitten in the
1880’s. His daughter Miss Ruth Whitten now lives in Hallowell. The Whitten dooryard was a
favorite gathering place of the neighborhood children - reason: a large butternut tree bore
profusely.
Mr. and Mrs. Millard I Parker bought the place where they now live fifty years ago this
month of Mrs. Amy Bucknam, who had owned the place for thirty-seven years previously. Mr.
and Mrs. Parker are both prominent members of the Grange.
The house on outer Maple Street, now owned and occupied by Mr. and Mrs. William C.
Cole and daughter, was built of brick made right on the farm, as was also the brick house which
has been in possession of the Longfellow family since the 1870’s. Lester Longfellow was for
many years a selectman. The Cole house was owned and occupied by William C. Horn, who was
a selectman of this town. He sold this farm in 1903 and moved to the lower part of town where
he resided with his daughter Sarah (m. Wallace Purnell). Mr. Horn died while still a town
official.
One of the landmarks of the Western part of the town is the largest white two-story house
now owned by William G. Rice. In the late years of the nineteenth century it was owned by
Charles J. Higgins. From this vantage point, one can view on a clear day Mt. Blue and an almost
limitless horizon.
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I wish to dedicate this page to the citizens o f the
Town o f Farmingdale for their support, to my lovely
wife, Elizabeth, and my children, and to the many
appointed officers who served with me over my thirtyfive year relationship with the Town.

To the unselfish service o f Jim Staples, Lewis J. Sheaffer, and Dr. Carroll Church.
To Vivian Hasson, Leora Stevens, Elsie Jones, Dawn Richards, Phyllis Weeks, Deb
Barry, Alden Longfellow and Bernice “Bunny” Webb.
To the Fire Department Chiefs, Phillip Hinkley, Manton Emerson, David Richardson,
Eugene Proulx and Dana Mealy.
To our constables, to name a few: Edward “Bill” Ellis, Bruce Ellis, Willy Ellis, Jeff Ellis,
Walter Myrick, Mike LaPlante and Frank Newell.
To Road Commissioners Henry Ellis, Everett Barry and Albert “Sonny” Barry. All
dedicated men who had a duty to maintain our roads in summer and winter, in most
miserable weather, and gave one-hundred and ten percent. Thanks guys.
To the Selectmen I served with over thirty-five years, always in harmony, and succeeding
in doing what we were asked: Robert Fuller, Donald Cole, Kenneth Mank, Brian Skehan.
Fred Tripp, Kenneth Shepard, Harold Hersom, Jim Hachey and Perry Cahill.
My apologies if I have omitted others with whom I served over the years. Thanks to
them also.
I would also like to thank the committee—Linda LaPlante, Sandra Choate, Doris Harvey,
Loring “Bud” Smith, Barbara Smith, Ronald Donaghy and Richard Masereau— for thentireless work compiling the Elistory o f the Town o f Farmingdale. GREAT JOB!!!
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Albert “Gibie” Giberson
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PREFACE
In this book we have sou ght to tell clearly and as a ccu ra te ly as we could the
story o f Farm in g d a le for the past fifty years. Little atte m p t has been m ade to
interpret the m ea n in g s of historical events m entioned in this book. The facts
and pictures as we have related them in th is h isto ry should reveal to the
reader the g re a t eve n ts and their m eaning to o u r tow n.
For so m e tim e the people of Farm ingdale have been w ith o u t a com plete story.
Upon the e ve n t of Farm ingdale's one hundred fiftieth y e a r w e took on the
task to find the m aterial from m any sources, so m e not e asy to obtain. It w as
the search for ad equate historical m aterials th a t energized our efforts to
com plete the history. We believe th at the people of Farm ingdale m ight
benefit from th is research, thus this book w as born.
It is a rare book of history that is the sole w ork of one person. The very
nature of the su b je ct requires the con trib u tion s o f m any m inds and
m aterials. T he au th ors are to be lauded for th e care, selection, order and
m anner o f pre se n tation of th is history. T h is book has been shaped and
changed by the de te rm ination and critical view o f the Com m itte e M em bers to
whom the re sid e n ts and readers are fo re ve r indebted. There is San dra
Choate, R onald D onaghy, Albert Giberson, D oris Flarvey, Linda LaPlante, D ick
M ersereau, B arb ara and Loring Sm ith.
We, the C o m m itte e, w ish to acknow ledge the co n trib u tio n s of the m any civicm inded b u sin e sses and individuals w hose su p p o rt enable th is book to be
offered to th e people.

HISTORY OF FARMINGDALE
1 9 52 -2 0 02

No one is sure w hy the location o f Farmingdale is on a large bend stretching for over three
miles along the beautiful Kennebec River, but nature has treated it well, nestling among six
other communities, with Hallowell to the north, Randolph and Chelsea across the Kennebec
to the east and Gardiner to the south, extending west to touch the towns o f West Gardiner and
Manchester. This area o f rolling hills, farmlands and forests has existed for one hundred fifty
years as the Town o f Farmingdale. These writings are to continue the “History o f
Farmingdale” o f the last fifty years.
Probably this town is one o f the very few that cannot point to a great hero, or great event that
has shaped its destiny. It can point to the Kennebec River, Maine Avenue, neighborhoods
and schools, as shaper o f its destiny and identity. This will be a history o f modest change
and the exploits o f ordinary people to develop a community o f which, as residents, they can
be proud to pass on to the next generation. Standing here at the beginning of the twenty-first
century and looking back to the beginning o f Farmingdale’s second century, it is only fitting
that we acknowledge the services o f the many Farmingdale residents who have contributed to
their community and in some cases have gone forth to contribute to their nation in times o f
need since 1952.
It is difficult to recognize all the individuals who have contributed to the well-being o f the
town and its residents, so in order to accomplish this task, the contributors have a summary
o f those who have served Farmingdale over the last fifty years.

The Education Story

Sheldon Street School

Farmingdale began its second century with a new school on Sheldon Street and
an optimistic outlook for the future of its young people. In 1948, James E.
Mosher paid to have a gymnasium added to the school, and this was dedicated
in his honor. The Superintendent of Schools, Orlando C. Woodman, stated the
following in 1953:
believe that each child should be held personally
responsible for both the quantity and quality of all school work. This (the
homework) should represent the real work of the pupil and not that of the
parent...”
New Addition
With the continued growth of the Farmingdale community, the School
Committee in 1956 proposed adding four rooms to the Sheldon Street School.
The addition was approved and the contract for construction of the addition was
awarded to McKee Construction.
School Consolidation
The mid-fifties witnessed a flurry of activity in the education communities
across the state with proposals at the state level to require the consolidation of
local school units. The debate that ensued involved all the communities of the
Kennebec Valley, and the debate was heated. The “Sinclair Act” became law in
1957 with tremendous consequences for local area school communities. The
law provided incentives and penalties for small school communities to join into
larger school units called “School Administrative Districts”. Gardiner was
among the first group of schools to move in adopting the provisions of the
“Sinclair Act”. A great debate ensued locally, especially where many
Farmingdale children attended Gardiner High School, regarding whether
Farmingdale should join Gardiner, West Gardiner, South Gardiner, Randolph
and Pittston as a district, or go it alone and maintain the town’s educational
independence at significant losses in state revenues for not joining a larger
school unit. Ultimately, a compromise was forged when negotiations between
Hallowell and Farmingdale developed in the forming of their own “School
Administrative District” called SAD# 16. The proposal to form the new district
was approved by the voters and went into operation in July, 1960, with
Farmingdale and Hallowell students attending schools in the ‘new’ district.
Farmingdale students continued to attend area high schools while planning went
on for a district high school.
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In October 1961, construction was begun on the ‘new’ district high school off
upper Maple Street in Farmingdale with a proposed completion date scheduled
for September 1962. This, however, was overly ambitious, but the school
opened anyway with students having to work around the construction for the
first seven months of the school year. The high school was named Hall-Dale
High School and was dedicated in the spring of 1963.
In 1979, district students began attending schools where Farmingdale and
Hallowell students mingled for the first time on a regular basis with the primary
grades at the Hallowell Primary School; Grades 4-6 attending Hall-Dale Middle
School located on Sheldon Street in Farmingdale, Grades 7 and 8 attended the
former Hallowell High School on Middle Street in Hallowell, which was then
called “Hall-Dale Junior High”.
As the communities grew, they outgrew their schools to the point where it
became necessary to build a new middle school. The Hall-Dale Middle School
was completed and students attended the new school in 1990. The structure
was built on the high school campus and attached thereto in an effort to save
funding costs by sharing common activity facilities.

Hall-Dale Middle School
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At the close of the second millennium, the Sheldon Street School was closed
permanently due to the discovery of a permanent condition of poor air quality
resulting in planning for a new primary school complex to serve the community
children for the next few decades.
The Stewards of Farmingdale’s Education: 1953 - 2002
Superintendents:
Orlando C. Woodman
Howard L. Bowen
John A. Houghton, Jr.

School Committee:

District Trustees:

Viola Ellis
Kenneth Whittle
Robert Looke
Joseph Veilleux
Alden Longfellow
Edwin Thurlow
Joseph Skehan

Edward Weston
Leora Stevens
Alpheus Dodge
Vonetta Smith
Joseph Skehan

School Administrative District #16
Board of Directors
Superintendents:
John A. Houghton, Jr.
Arthur Dow
George Stewart
Nelson Walls
Neil Lemieux
Leon Levesque
William Michaud
Nora Murray

Directors
Alden Longfellow
Edwin Thurlow
Joseph Skehan
Joseph Veillleux
Roger Kilgore
Thomas Fletcher
Eugene Moreau
Margaret Flagg
Kenneth Shepard
Malcolm Lyons
Peter Meulendyk
Douglass McCobb
James Leet
David Ranslow
Paul Fortier

Edward Weston
Alpheus Dodge
Vonetta Smith
Harold Dyer
Zane Peters
Charles Kyes
Kenneth Mank
Ulrich Jacobsohn
Edward Hanson
James Wyatt
Tom Cieslinski
Timothy Crockett
Scott Clark
Linda Leet
Thomas Austin

In mentioning various town offices and the people who served in them, there
needs to be three more mentioned and these are the Office of Treasurer; Leora
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Steven served continuously for twenty-five years retiring in 1969; She was
followed by Dawn Richards (1969-1973) when the position was abolished and
the duties transferred to a full time Town Clerk position which was held by
Dawn for many years. Elsie Jones is another Farmingdale citizen who served
her community for thirty years in three capacities. She was Tax Collector and
Town Clerk and finally as Health Officer from 1968 until her retirement in
1972. Vivian Hasson, Debra Lane, and Julie Webber also served as Town
Clerks. Phyllis Weeks now fills the position of Town Clerk, Treasurer and Tax
Collector. Those who served as Deputy in the past were Ann Ellis, Peggy
Larrabee Cunningham, Julie Webber and Phyllis Weeks. Deborah Barry is now
the Deputy Clerk, Deputy Treasurer and Deputy Tax Collector.

Maine Avenue Businesses

Trolley car

Maine Avenue

The history of Maine Avenue is a history of Farmingdale’s development and its
identity. It was along Maine Avenue the generations of early Farmingdale
citizens observed the changes through time from shipping and lumber in the
early days to the ice trade of the mid to late 1800’s which corresponded to the
development of the Maine Central Railroad and the electric trolley which
carried people to all parts of central and southern Maine along the Kennebec
River beside Maine Avenue. Citizens saw large icehouses on Bowman’s Point;
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a large modem lumber mill and a steam generated electric power plant. This is
all recorded in the first 100 years of the Town’s history.
The last fifty years along Maine Avenue has seen the continued growth of
Farmingdale, which can be credited to, or matched, with the development of the
automobile. With the years following World War II, citizens witnessed the
rapid growth of the use of the automobile from a few family-owned and
operated automobiles to the point where almost every adult person owns and
operates one. At the close of 2002 not less than 20,000 motor vehicles a day
traverse our town on Maine Avenue compared to just a few hundred a day fifty
years ago and probably none in 1900 at the beginning of this last century.
To portray the history of the development of the community along Maine
Avenue we are reminded of Thornton Wilders “Our Town” where the writer
has a group of characters discussing ‘their town’. In portraying Farmingdale we
will borrow from this style by taking a fifty year journey along Maine Avenue
describing the goings and comings of this busy thoroughfare from Gardiner to
Hallowell.

Maine Avenue, Farmingdale
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It is 1952 and you are at the intersection of Maine Avenue and Northern
Avenue where Gardiner and Farmingdale meet. There is the Schaeffer Estate
with its Spanish tile roof. Before we proceed up Maine Avenue let’s take a
short trip west on Northern Avenue where over these many years things have
been going on here worth noting. Gone from Northern Avenue are Jones Store
and Ellis Groceries which has been replaced now with Ron Ellis Perennials at
that spot. Peter Phair’s Trailer Park is still there off Northern Avenue under the
name of Stevens Mobile Home Park, and at the entrance of the mobile home
park is a two apartment building that was once Phair’s Motorcycle Shop.
There were a group of Northern Avenue businesses that are now gone, among
them were Warren Chase’s Bicycle Shop, Jordan’s Home Improvement,
Margaret Pratt’s Beauty Shop, Larry Kimball’s Oil Burner Service, Paul Hunt’s
Body and Fender Shop, Dirigo Goat Farm operated by Bill and Viola Ellis, D.E.
French’s Hot Top Service and WABK.
There now is a whole group of new businesses, prominent among them is E.C.
Barry & Son Construction, Town and Country Mobile Park, Rolphe’s WellDrilling, Skip Hunter’s Garage and David and Sandy Choate Electric. Other
businesses include Blushing Meadows Raspberry Farm run by Jim and Jean
Dalbech, Angela and Chris Ellis ACE Lawn Care, the Barnstormers
Snowmobile Club and a hair-care operation, “Cut 4 You”, and one animal
grooming business named Paw Talk Job Grooming, Donald Kimball,
Handyman, Sirois Garage, Thomson Building Services, Inc., Roland Choate
Electric, Johnson’s Custom Woodworking and D & D Fencing.
While we are up on Northern Avenue, there is some business activity on
Russell Street at Pam and Norman Chase’s Beauty Shop and Upholstery Nook.
On Putnam Drive off Russell Street there is an Uplift Home for mentally and
physically handicapped residents.
Then down on Sheldon Street Walt Bailey’s Garage has been taken over by Ken
Grant’s Auto & Truck Service and across the street is Joan Foster’s Beauty
Shop and Bailey’s Birds.
Lets go back to the comer of Maine and Northern Avenues and start driving
north on Maine Avenue. To our right are the beautiful Kennebec River and the
still operational railroad line, and on the left are a series of 19th Century houses
that serve as residences, though some are now apartments. An exception to this
is Dennis Jones Law Office at 138 Maine Avenue. As we move on past
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Sheldon Street, we observe the Victorian Residence now known as the Captain
Lewis residence which serves as a boarding home for people unable to live
alone. Then at 172 Maine Avenue is the Maine Association of Retired State
Employees and just across the street from this location is the 1st Amendment
Adult Video Store, which to say the least, has been the focus of a great
Farmingdale debate and the outcome is still unresolved by the community
regarding its future which rests with the Superior Court at this writing.
We are now approaching Grant Street on the west side of Maine Avenue, and
just across the street at 177 Maine Avenue are our latest Town Office and the
Fire Station which were built on this site in 1967. As we move north down the
hill past Carr Lane on the left we see Gentle Rhythms, and Wheels and Deals
Annex, a used car sales operation, while on the opposite side of the Avenue at
191 is Martin’s (Martin Cyr) Barber Shop. This was formerly known as Bob’s
Barber Shop for thirty-seven years. Just next to this are the Foggy Bottom
Marine and Boat Broker operated by Dan Alexander. Now between Foggy
Bottom Marine and the river is the historic Bowman Point area, site of
shipbuilding, harbor facilities, lumber and icehouse operations which, if
Farmingdale had an industrial area, the Bowman Point Complex would be that
place. Still standing on that site is the former electric generating plant which
now is being turned into a museum that will someday reflect the history of the
site. The plant no longer has its large tall chimney, or its coal-fired boilers and
steam generators, yet the building stands proud and a reflection of the structures
of this type built at the turn of the century.

CMP Building

Located on the Bowman Point property there is now the Foggy Marine RV
Campground, specially suited to camping trailers and motor homes (live-in type
vehicles that have motor vehicle capacity), and a marina with docking and slips
for pleasure boats that ply the Kennebec River during the summer and fall.
On the east side of Maine Avenue, north of Foggy Bottom Marine, are three
office buildings that house health care associations and a business that works to
help high school students find their way in the workplace called “Jobs for
Maine’s Graduates (JMG). This is the former site of Boot’s Cash Market and
later Ed’s Cash Market. Just next door on the north was a filling station that
had three owners over the years and operated under the names L’heureux’s
Filling Station, Riverside Filling Station and Chases’s Filling Station for many,
many years before being tom down and replaced first with a new building and
pizza shop which was taken over by the Catholic Charities of Maine as St.
Michael’s Place, to serve teenagers needing protection from home violence.
Back on the west side of the Avenue is a major real estate development
operation where C.B. Mattson has offices. The C.B. Mattson Company
developed Farmingdale’s local nine hole golf course which was started in 1958
by a small group of local men along with Ed Peasely and called the Meadow
Hill Golf Course and is now a classy eighteen hole course called Kennebec
Heights Golf Club.
For the next section of Maine Avenue, we have a series of businesses on the
west side beginning with the Hi-Hat Drive-In at 232 Maine Avenue. The HiHat has been serving family fare from that location for more than 28 years. It
was formerly Ernie’s Drive-In. Back up the hill on Hill Street, C.B. Mattson
built and developed the Pine Hill Apartment complex in 1981.
Old-timers will notice that a car wash now stands where Harriman’s Cider Mill
once produced a delicious brew from local apples. First, there was Pete
Murphy’s Monument Company and a “Coin-a-Matic” car wash; it then changed
to new ownership under Dan Alexander. In the building Dan Alexander used
for an office, the Airtime Cellular Phone business is now located.
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Harriman’s Cider Mill
Strolling north on Maine Avenue past Kennebec Drive, we can see another
Mattson Housing complex called the Kennebec Village Apartments, where
once stood the Pine Tree Stock Farm and a saddle horse riding school. Next
door is the Learning & Laughter Primary School which shares space with the
historic Donaghy Service Station which is now the Airport Automotive.
Donaghy’s had occupied this site for more than five decades. At one time
Eddie Heald’s Garage was next to Donaghy’s filling station and has since been
tom down.

Donaghy’s Filling Station
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Tucked in just past the historic Farmingdale Cemetery which was the
Renaissance Art Gallery is now Studio 201 owned and operated by Rita Beuttel,
while the Renaissance Gallery has moved up Maine Avenue across Louden
Street. Next to Studio 201 on KV Lane, is the KV Health Club and on Maine
Avenue is Employment Support Services and on the comer of Park Street and
Maine Avenue is Charlie’s Pizza. On the east side of Maine Avenue is Blooms
& Blossoms and the Dead River Food Trend. On the east side on Peters Path
was the Community Advertiser.
From Peters Path to Hasson Street, Farmingdale has witnessed its greatest
economic growth. As one views this section of Maine Avenue with their
historical binoculars, the viewer is treated to a scene of constant change, yet,
there is a certain sameness to the view. What is now the Dead River Food
Trend was once Paul’s Mobile Station and Wash Village, which was followed
by Brann’s Exxon.
Very next door is the former Vaughn Grant Rice homestead which has had a
variety of uses. These included Labbe’s and then, Larrabee’s apartments, and
now the building houses several businesses with Barter Real Estate being the
most prominent, along with K&K Heating Contractor and Robert Maierhofer
Psychologist.

ib -.

......

..................
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Grant’s Crossing
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Across the Avenue on the sharp sweeping curve at a place called Grant’s
Crossing, we have witnessed a great deal of commercial activity these past fifty
years. Where now we see a flourishing auto dealer named D.N.K. there was
once a complex of a restaurant, filling station and apartment house named
Dickie Dick’s, joined next door by the J&S Oil Service Station which opened in
1993. Behind D.N.K. there used to be a rolling skating rink. People will
remember that in this area was the “Creamy Frost” location operated by Merle
Peacock, Jr. and the Chick Family then Sue and Ray Vallee. At this site was a
huge batting cage where young and old alike practiced the baseball batting
skills against a mechanical pitching machine. The site was variously called
“The Yankee Clipper” and the “Battery Range”.
While across the way, the area between 1st and 2nd Streets has likewise
undergone significant change these past fifty years. The change has been that
which reflected the changing nature of the community from a once quiet
residential highway between Hallowell and Gardiner into a developing
economic zone where once there were residences and small service businesses
that served the residents, to the now bustling strip that has very few residences
and is primarily housing businesses. Among them in the recent past until 1996
was Maine Pride, Farmingdale’s first large supermarket, which gave way to
NAPA Auto Parts, followed by an electronic networking firm, GHS. In that
same square a house was converted to be used as a bank, a hair styling salon,
then to be followed by a series of food service businesses. Also, constructed in
this area was a retail outlet and apartment building which initially housed
Gosline’s Hardware Store, which moved into a new site just a few hundred feet
north, then, being replaced by a commercial copy business. While just further
north is Gosline’s Hardware Store and in the same building is the Purbeck Isle
Pet Store and Grooming business. Then there is Bowie Well Drilling Company
and very next door are the “Laundry Bag” and an Accounting and Financial
Service’s Business and Joe & Rod’s Place.
Across the Avenue to the West, where residences once prevailed, we have
witnessed them change to businesses. There is now a dentist office, Dr.
Norman Lajoie, and Dr. David Bronder’s KV Animal Clinic. Also in this area,
other than a few residences, are the Seventh Day Adventist Church, Vanessa’s
Hair Salon, Quality Cleaners, Sheer Elegance Hair & Day Spa, Business & Tax
Service, Copying & Fax, ICON, and Webber’s Ice Cream. The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints is located on Hasson Street. Just beyond Webber’s
is the Heads Up Beauty Salon and the First Choice, another adult video store.
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Looking to the eastern side of the Avenue where once the Butler Twins
operated extensive greenhouse facilities and a florist business for much of the
past fifty years, Farmingdale now has its first large discount chain, VIP Auto
Discount, on the very site occupied by the former Butler Twins’ Businesses.
Also, on this site a small strip mall was constructed adjacent to VIP Auto
Discount which has several sites for any type of small business. Now
occupying this mall is a tanning salon and a restaurant featuring oriental foods.
Across Williams Street is a construction garage and office.
Down Williams Street toward the river there is a large road and construction
facility that processes and produces mixed concrete for delivery to construction
projects of all types, and blacktop for highway repair and surfacing. Formerly
developed and owned by Williams Construction, it is now owned and operated
by Ferriola Corporation. North of Williams Street is Mike Gray’s New England
Pools. On Merrill Street is Gagnon & Mayhew Dentists. Just north of James
Street is the Hall-Dale Manor and Residence, Bob Curtiss, Surveyor, Pinkham
Agency and Nelson & Gagnon & Son Painting, and Soames Used Cars.
Beyond Renaissance Gallery are the Premium Marketing Group and Option
Rentals.
The west side of Maine Avenue has been the site of rapid transition these past
fifty years. At the beginning of the second century this section of Maine
Avenue was a quiet residential area of a mix of stately and modest homes. We
must mention Hayford Heights which was built on the land zone which was
once the Hayford Estate. Elbert D. Hayford, State Auditor, lived in the large
house on Maine Avenue. This beautiful house, which is still there today, was
built by Captain Rich, a sea captain. The Estate home still looks much the same
as it did when Mr. and Mrs. Hayford and their seven children lived there.
A1 Dodge married Margaret Hayford, one of the seven Hayford children. In
1950 he built the first house on Hayford Street for Margaret and himself. This
was the start of Hayford Heights as it is known today. A1 and Margaret moved
from the house on Hayford Street, but for 30 years he built houses on those 400
acres and most of the ground work and streets were built by Sonny Barry and
his father, Everett Barry. The Heights have some beautiful homes and has
added much to the town.
Many of the businesses in this area now operate out of former residences.
Among the most prominent is Ken Martin’s Major Appliances. While just up
the street, we see McLaughlin-Hollis Associates, James Duncklee Associates,
Constellation College Financing and James Coffin Engineering, Timson &
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Associates and Si Gilbert Painting.
Housing, an apartment complex.

Also in this area is the Orchard Park

Hayford House
As we near the Hallowell-Farmingdale border, there are two businesses that
have served Farmingdale residents well. One is Nielsen’s Sporting Goods,
which supplies field and stream sport enthusiasts with their equipment, and Seth
Hamilton’s Gun Shop. Across the Avenue was Woody’s Restaurant, which for
many years was a favorite breakfast and lunch business for area residents and is
now Option Rentals.
On the Farmingdale section of Maple Street there are a few businesses. The
First Impressions Hair Salon, Andy Allen’s Wood Business, Cormier’s
Concrete Flat Work, Fitzgerald Electric ,and Benner’s Automotive Performance
Machinery. Hall-Dale High School and Middle School is also located on Maple
Street. Just beyond the School are L & D Safety Marking Corp., and Ray
Sawtell’s Central Maine Pyrotechnics.
Traveling onto the Hallowell-Litchfield Road, in the Farmingdale section, we
find Longfellow’s Greenhouses, Leon Crockett’s Garage and Romeo & Leon’s
Used Car Business.
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In writing a history of a small town, it is difficult to know what best to cover,
but in this version we have attempted to cover changes in the community
features and institutions rather than personalities. In dealing with personalities
and events, it is not possible to include everyone, and in this case the places and
events that have shaped the past fifty years.
In the beginning, it was indicated that the history of the first half of
Farmingdale’s second century was a history of Maine Avenue as the focal
point. However, our coverage of the economic activity of the entire community
is important to show the variety and locations of Farmingdale’s economic base
even though it is a small residential community.
In Farmingdale there never has been a shortage of citizens to serve the
community in many, many ways. They serve on the Budget Committee,
Planning Board, Board of Appeals and the Sewer Committee. Woven into the
fabric of service that makes ‘a community’ are other groups and organizations
that provide services to all aspects of our Town.
Fire Department:
There is one group of citizens that has the enormous task of protecting people
of Farmingdale from any one of many disasters that can befall a community.
This group serves our town selflessly without asking for anything in return
except respect and support of their efforts by their fellow citizens. The group is
our volunteer Fire Department which in the past fifty years has had only five
Fire Chiefs, namely: Phillip Hinkley (1932-1957); Manton Emerson (19571982); David Richardson (1982-1991); Eugene Proulx (1991-2002); and Dana
Mealey (2002-present).
Farmingdale, in the fifty years following its centennial celebration, was visited
by only a small number of what could be called major fires and remarkable with
only one loss of life—a fire in an Ash Street residence. Probably the most
noted fire in the past fifty years was a woods fire that lasted for six days on the
West Gardiner line, and another in 1974 on Bowman Street towards the golf
course, a grass and woods fire which burned for three days. In February 1978,
The WABK radio station on Northern Avenue burned to the ground.
At the beginning of 1952, the fire station was located on Maine Avenue at
nearly the same spot as the station is today, but it was then a two-story
clapboard building with a bell tower which contained a whistle that would blow
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signaling a fire, or emergency. The signal would be a number of blows
indicating the street location. Operating the whistle was Mae Palmer who lived
next door to the fire station, who after receiving a call from a citizen would alert
the town by sounding the whistle. The Fire Station building served as the town
office where Selectmen and other meetings were held.
On the second floor
was a large hall with a stage where community suppers, social and
entertainment events and eighth grade graduations took place.

Farmingdale Fire Station Burning
In November of 1955, the Fire Station caught fire and was burned to the point
where it was beyond repair and replaced with a new structure completed in
1956 which now houses the Town Offices and the Fire Station.
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Farmingdale Town Office and Fire Station

Our Veterans:
Since 1952, Farmingdale sons and daughters have gone to the service of their
country in three major conflicts around the world. These are the Korean (195055); Vietnamese (1961-75) and the Persian Gulf (1990-91). The following is
the list of residents who served. And they are:
Korean War
Wesley Beal
Ronald Brann
Royce Danforth
Ralph Hathaway
Arthur Martin
Brian Richardson
Robert Schriver
Lewis Small
Betty Whittle

Arthur Bonenfant
Stanley Davis
Alfred Dunbar
Walter Johnson*
William Rasmussen
David Richardson
George Shaw
Richard Stonier
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Vietnam War
Daniel Alexander
Richard Brackett
Steven Campana
Michael Caron
Roland Choate, Sr.
Verna Dufault
Manton Emerson, Jr.
Chester Goggin
Richard Goggin*
William Gordon
Raymond Hilton
Charles Kalloch
Arthur Martin
David McFarland
David Merrill
William Mitchell
Dana Parker
Jackie Perry
Robert Phillips
William Pratt, Jr.
James Sacre
Henry Sansouci
Ronald Sansouci
Arnold Sirois, Jr.
David Stonier
John Trott
Gary Weeks
Richard Young

Carl Bach-Wiig
Robert Brown, Jr.
Richard Cormier
Charles Davis, Jr.
James Dill
William Ellis
James Farrington
Donna Goggin
Richard Gordon
Russell Hayden
James Jackson
Ernest Lavasseur
Richard McCormick
Donald McFarland
Irvin Merrithew
Peter Ogden
David Perry
James Perry
Ronald Poulin
Edwin Russell
Brian Sansouci
Leslie Sansouci
Burdell Sawyer
Brian Skehan
Carroll Swift
David Ward
John Weeks

Persian Gulf War
William Ballard
Albert Barry
Donald Roberts, Jr.
Greg Walker
Note: *Killed in Action

Christopher Graham
Dana Richardson
Jeremy Tripp
John Washburn

Clubs and Organizations:
Some of the organizations and social clubs in Farmingdale were started before
1952 but they continue to exist to this day. The Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts,
Girl Scouts and Brownies were all organized during the first 100 years, and
they are still active.
The 4-H Club was very active under the leadership of Viola Ellis and many
boys and girls learned skills that helped them in their adult years. There is no
longer a 4-H Club in Farmingdale as no one took over the leadership when
Viola gave it up.
The Barnstormers Snowmobile Club was started on October 1, 1970 when five
former members of the dissolved Meadow Hill Snowmobile Club got together
for the purpose of forming a new club in Farmingdale. On January 1971 the
Club was incorporated as a non-profit corporation with 55 family members.
Meetings were held in Lawrence Gray’s bam on Russell Street. Chairs were
borrowed from the town, but these were returned when a local church gave the
club 51 wooden chairs.

The Barnstormers Snowmobile Club
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When the membership outgrew the clubhouse in the bam, a Building
Committee was appointed to plan a building and start raising money for the
project. Land was offered to the club by Bruce Ellis and the lease was drawn
up for 50 years. In March of 1974, President Richard Harvey heard that the old
Community Hall in Purgatory was to be tom down and they were advertising
for bids. This seemed a good source of materials for the clubhouse. A bid was
submitted, the bids were opened on April 1st and the Barnstormers now owned a
building. The members worked three weekends tearing down the building,
cleaning up the site, and hauling the lumber to their site on the Ryder Road. All
The work was done by the members who were carpenters, plumbers,
electricians and contractors with trucks and equipment. While the men worked,
the women cooked, picked up after the men and painted. No money was ever
borrowed. The clubhouse was insured as a semi-public building so it may be
used for suppers, parties, and may be rented to non-members if a club member
is in attendance or is the responsible party.
Money is raised during the year with numerous projects for building expenses
and charitable projects. The town gives money which is used for materials for
bridges, signs, etc., and the State gives money toward trail grooming expenses.
The Farmingdale Spirit of America is another active and busy organization. It
officially began in 1994 with election of officers. Before that, the group was
known as the Farmingdale Helping Hands. The Spirit of America Foundation
was the brain child of Bruce Flaherty, an Augusta resident. He had a dream for
each local town to have a chapter for encouraging and acknowledging the
volunteerism within towns, and strengthening the bond between non-profit
organizations and businesses. Chapters have been developed in not only
Farmingdale, but many other towns and cities as well. However Farmingdale
has been the only one that has branched out to include a Friendship Labor Day
Parade every year, a chicken bar-b-Q, and fireworks. This event has been
chaired consistently by Charlie Clark of DNK Select Used Cars of Farmingdale.
Also the Chapter has an ongoing project every December— Toys for Little
Ones, chaired by Richard Crocker of Gardiner. In 2002, all directors were
involved in the sesquicentennial celebration. Sandy Choate was the chairperson
for this event. She has also served as president of the Chapter for the past six
years. A memorial quilt, designed by Mrs. Lillian Ricker of Pittston, was
raffled off by the Chapter and won by Blooms and Blossoms, who donated it to
the town and it hangs at the Town Office. The War Memorial Committee and
the Farmingdale Historical Committee both resulted from ideas presented at
Spirit of America meetings. The present officers are Sandra Choate, President;
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Richard Crocker, Vice-President; Roseann Rodrigue, Secretary-Treasurer. The
Directors are Doris Harvey, Clyde Roth, Dottie McCollor, Ronald Donaghy,
Joe Fortier, Betty Warren, Deb Caldwell, Doug Crawford, Nancy Morin, and
Daniel Mower, Past Foundation President and Director.
Farmingdale Firemen’s Association
Founded originally in 1925, the Firemen’s Association was formed to keep
older members involved in Fire Department activities. To this date the
Association still functions in much the same way as it did in the beginning and
is made up of members of the Fire Department, young or old. In 1968 the
Firemen’s Association built the station on the Hallowell-Litchfield Road to
better serve the residents of that area of town that was quickly growing. The
Association solicited donations from the area, built the station and then gave the
station to the town. The firemen spent many evenings and weekends working
on the station.

Farmingdale Litchfield Road Station
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The Association’s main function is to raise funds for extras that are not included
in the Fire Department budget, such as purchasing a Thermal Imaging Camera,
(with help from other town organizations and citizens), equipment for the
trucks, etc. The Association has also used their hands to install three “dry
hydrants” in areas of town that have no municipal water supply, to improve fire
protection to these areas. They are located at Ellis’ pond on Northern Avenue,
Russell’s Quarry on Maple Street and on the Pratt property, (formerly the Carter
property), on the Hallowell-Litchfield Road. There are plans to install another
hydrant on the Outlet Road at the Farmingdale/Manchester town line on the
Rowe property. This hydrant will he a joint effort by both fire departments with
the Farmingdale Firemen’s Association providing the materials and the
Manchester Department providing the labor and the machinery to install the
piping. It should be noted that none of this would be possible without
townspeople supporting the Firemen’s Association with donations and
especially wouldn’t be possible without the landowners themselves providing
access to these water supplies. Their gifts will benefit the community for many
years to come.
Today the Fire Association raises money by having yard sales, raffles, a
chicken BBQ at the Labor Day celebration and they still accept donations.
Recently the Firemen have installed a bin adjacent to the Town Office so
anyone can donate returnable bottles and cans.
The Ladies Auxiliary, which was first formed in January 1948, later disbanded.
It was restarted in 1997 with 11 members and 7 junior members. This was in
existence until 2001 when it was again disbanded due to a lack of members.
This organization helped raise money for the Fireman’s Association.

Natural Disasters
During these fifty years Farmingdale has experienced very few natural events
and probably only one incident could be called a disaster. In March, 1987 the
greatest flood in the history of Farmingdale visited the Kennebec River Valley
from its headwaters to the sea. Following several days of unseasonably warm
weather and near torrential rains, the river banks could not contain the
Kennebec River.
In Farmingdale great sections of Maine Avenue were submerged to a depth of
ten to fifteen feet in the low area from Potters Brook and north past Sheldon
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Street. The buildings in the lowest areas had water up to the tops of the first
floor windows and further north on Maine Avenue residents saw it flooded
from just south of Bowman Street on up to the top of the rise near the C.B.
Mattson offices. For a few days sections of Maine Avenue became the
Kennebec River and were not passable. It was deemed the greatest flood on the
Kennebec in recorded history and with its passing and clean up, Maine Avenue
became as busy as ever and one would hardly notice the effects of this great
flood.
Prior to the “Great Flood”, in 1968 Farmingdale experienced a major storm that
combined snow, ice and rain which caused power outages and limited travel
problems. This storm caused some high levels of water in the Kennebec River,
but nothing compared to 1987.
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Flood o f 1987
In January of 1998, an event that literally shut down the entire Northeastern
United States, visited us. That was ‘The Ice Storm’ which was caused by a
combination of continuous rain coupled with below freezing temperatures that
covered everything with a heavy sheet of ice. The ice became so heavy that
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trees began to crumble from the weight. In the area travel was impossible and
power outages lasted for several days to a week or more leaving homes without
heat and lights. It was an eerie landscape of crystal and white that seemed to
continue for days. Luckily, there was no loss of life or major injury to any
resident. The damage was significant enough that the town received federal
emergency funds to help with infrastructure repairs and the clearing of downed
trees and telephone poles caused by the ice.
During the five decades following the centennial, Farmingdale was visited by
only a few other situations, most caused by fires. But it is worth mentioning
that a hurricane visited Farmingdale in 1954 causing a lot of wind damage, and
most significant for the town was losing the Sheldon Street bridge due to high
water.

Ice Storm o f 1998
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Hall-Dale High School

Pine Tree Stock Farm
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PROUD SPONSORS OF THE
FARMINGDALE COMMUNITY

C O N G R A T U L A T IO N S
ON YO UR
150 th A N N IV E R S A R Y
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289 Maine Avenue
Farmingdale, Maine 04344

P r o u d ly S e r v in g O ur C o m m u n ity
S in c e 1 8 9 0
T h a n k You F or Y our S u p p o r t
Mealey Dana - Chief
- Asst. Chief
- Captain
LaPlante Mike - Lt. /Tr. Officer
Proulx Mike - Clerk / Safety Officer
Bates Tim - Firefighter
Beale Julian - Firefighter
Crockett Leon - Firefighter
Ebert Douglas - Firefighter
Ebert William - Firefighter
Gagne Cliff - Firefighter
Garland Tim - Firefighter
Johnson Ray - Firefighter
Keefer David - Firefighter
Levesque Paul - Firefighter
Mealey Adam - Firefighter
Newell Frank, Jr. - Firefighter
Pass Dave - Firefighter
Prescott Barry - Firefighter
Proulx Eugene - Firefighter
Ross Bryan - Firefighter
Smith Bud - Firefighter
Thomas Brock - Firefighter
LaPlante Eric - Firefighter
Levesque Adam - Firefighter
Miller Nate - Firefighter

